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WE ARE
BACK

Nazrin Huseynli (11A2): Today we will be interviewing
one of the diplomats who played a significant role in
conveying our country’s ideas to the world. This was
extremely a necessaty task and it paid off in the 44 days
that lead to out glorious army’s huge victory. After those
44 days we were able to get our homelands back from the
cruel Armenian occupation. Let’s welcome Mrs. Leyla
Abdullayeva. We would like to thank you for taking your
time and being here with us. We may begin with the first
question:

N.H.: In your opinion, what can be done to address
challenges faced by people from different cultural
backgrounds working together? Have you ever
been in a similar scenario and how did you handle
it?

L.A.: As a young diplomat I attended many trainings
and courses, where people from different countries,
representing different cultures came together. In
addition, my first diplomatic assignment was to an

Leyla Abdullayeva:
«We restored historic justice 9
and ensured international law»

international organization, where I had an opportunity
to work with colleagues from all around the world. I
always enjoyed working in an international atmosphere
and never faced challenges in building good
relationships. I think in order to work with people from
different cultural groups, you need to build relationships
based on respect, trust, and understanding, As citizens
of a country where multiculturalism is a manner of life,
we are probably better prepared to face such situations.

N.H.: As we all know, during the Second Karabakh
War, you played a crucial role in defending our
country’s ideals and policies. How do you approach
foreign media to advocate our country’s values?

L.A.: Working with foreign media is important for
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bringing the position of Azerbaijan, realities in
the country and the region to the attention of the
international community. That was extremely crucial
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during the 44-day Patriotic War. Being quick, acting
first, telling the truth, being credible, and showing
respect are important values while working with foreign
media in a crisis.

N.H.: In the sphere of politics, changes happen
every day, if not every hour. What methods or
techniques do you implement to keep track of
these events in real-time?

L.A.: We are living in a digital world. And this has
certainly facilitated the reach to the news.

In our case, the diplomatic missions of Azerbaijan play
a significant role in keeping us informed on the latest
developments around the world.

N.H.: What qualities and personality characteristics
do you think future diplomats must possess? I
believe that your guidance would be extremely
beneficial to those of us in the younger generation

L.A.: Indeed, our youth was an active participant of the
information war of last year. We need to speak louder,
based on the facts, principles of international law, and
to do our utmost to bring the realities of our region to
the attention of the international community. Its also
true that possessing these qualities does not guarantee
that you will be heard, because unfortunately double
standards are applied in international relations. But for
me, one thing is clear that justice always prevails, as it
was the case with the ending of the illegal occupation of
the territories of Azerbaijan by Armenia. We restored
historic justice and ensured international law. Now its
time for us, for all Azerbaijani youth to be even more
active to strive for a peaceful and prosperous future for
Azerbaijan and the entire region.

N.H.: As you are aware, many students at ADA
School aspire to enter the field of international
relations. I think that getting advice from a
professional like you, who has had a lot of success
in this field, is worth the gold. What skills should
students who desire to study international relations
obtain?

L.A.: Success is not something you attain without
putting in an effort. I think any student who desires to
study international relations needs, first of all, to define
his/her goals for the future and put a lot of effort
into achieving these goals. If the goal is to become
a good diplomat, then a good education, knowledge,
communication, and foreign language skills, a curiosity
to learn more, demonstrating great integrity and
dedication to promoting their countrys interests, and
being passionate about international cooperation are
crucial.

N.H.: Finally, do you have anything you want to say
to our students who are striving to be the greatest
diplomats for our beautiful country in the future?

L.A.: I have already shared my opinion on the main
characteristics that a good diplomat should possess.
I can only repeat that loving Azerbaijan is important
to be a worthy representative of our country. I wish
you and other ADA students all the best in their future
activities and I am sure that ADA University will train
many future brilliant diplomats that will contribute to
further strengthening of the role of Azerbaijan within
international platforms.
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he armed conflict that took place on

September 27th, 2020 in response to the

military aggression of Armenia against

our country will always remain in our
hearts as the onset of both a tragic and glotious war
named the Patriotic war. During the 44-day counter-
attack operations, Azetbaijani forces liberated over
300 settlements, including cities of Jabrayil, Fuzuli,
Zangilan, Gubadli, and Shusha, from nearly 30-year-
long illegal Armenian occupation. It brought to all
Azetbaijani people a long-deserved justice and a
huge relief that not a single area of our great land is
occupied now:

Our lands, which we dreamed of returning for almost
30 years, were liberated from occupation at the cost of
the blood and lives of our Shehids (Martyrs). Duting
the Patriotic War, 2,783 servicemen of our Armed
Forces died in combat sacrificing themselves so that
we and our future generations could live at peace
without wortying about any aggressive Armenian
acts towards our territory and people. We will never
forget them and the sactifice they made. Whenever
we will visit Shusha or other liberated cities, we should
remember that all the magnificence of mountains,
the liveliness of tivers, singing of birds, prosperous
buds of Khari Bulbul (Ophrys Caucasica), and clear
blue sky were given a chance to flourish and flatter
our eyes by their beauty only due to the featlessness
and selflessness of our soldiers.

To commemorate the memory of our fallen heroes,
the government organized several special events.
At noon on September 27, a minute of silence was
announced throughout Azerbaijan in memory of
those killed in the Second Karabakh war. Prayers

were read in mosques, churches, and synagogues, and
many city buildings were illuminated with the colors
of the national flag; On this day; all Azetbaijani people

0 \Nig=N0ll.1=3SIDE OF

PEA

Ofeliya Mammadli, 10AA6

marked the 1stanniversary of the end of this dreadful
war and expressed their gratitude and obeisance to
our soldiers.

Another meaningful event has been celebrated
recently. The liberation of Shusha, the peatl of
Karabakh, dear to every Azerbaijani, on November
8, 2020, played a decisive role in the outcome of
the war, leading to the defeat of Armenias political
and military leadership and, as a result, the end
of the Patriotic Wat. Therefore, President ITham
Aliyev signed the decree that announced the day
of the liberation of Shusha as Victory Day. On this
important day, we commemorate, with deep respect
and appreciation, all our martyrs who gave their lives
for the independence, sovereignty, and tertitorial
integtity of Azerbaijan.

In Baku, the events were marked starting on the
morningof November 8th with amarch by thousands
of soldiers and civilians from downtown Baku to
the new Military Trophies Park, featuring Armenian
military hardware captured during the war along with
controversial depictions of Armenian soldiers. In the
evening the sky was covered with bright and colorful
fireworks depicting a wonderful pattern.

Nevertheless, with all the efforts and dedication that
were made to organize all these significant celebrations,
we realize the immeasurable debt we owe to our
Martyrs and soldiers, and it is beyond our means to
repay it in full. Our people will atways remember at
what cost these great lands were returned, remember
those who have served and those who continue to
serve our great Homeland. The Azetbaijani nation
will always pray, honor, and remember the brave
souls that we have lost and understand the debt of
protecting our Homeland no matter what.

Ofeliya Mammadli, 10AA6




Fatma: Welcome to our school Dear Mt. Reza, thank you
for taking your time with us. It’s a very great experience
to meet you face to face here.

Mt. Reza: I am very grateful for being part of this great
magazine. Thank you for inviting me!

Fatma: So, let’s move on to our very first question. Each
of us dreams about a future profession in our childhoods.
What was your dream profession back in your childhood
then?

Mr. Reza: When I was 6-7-year-old, my dream was to become a
black American jazz singer. Later, I was looking for professions
that I could express myself precisely. What I like, what I see,
what things I get emotions from. This was the very big reason,
that I started learning photography from the age of 13 years
old.

Fatma: Do you remember the stage of taking your first
photograph machine?

Mz. Reza: Yes, of course! Let me explain a little more about
it. When I was 7-8 years old, 1 have incredible passion inside
of me, those 2 things were giving me deep emotions. First

For me, art has a solution for a lot of social
problems. If you put h and e before art, this is the

main solution. Because you need to put your heart

on finding any solution.

was a beauty. When I was looking at fantastic clouds, beautiful
flowers or justa person, even listening to a favorite singer on the
radio, my heart was beating very fast. I was wanting to show all
beauties, that I was looking at, to all people. The second thing
that gives me the same emotions was social injustice. When 1
was seeing a beggar, a little boy who had no shoes on the street,
I was trying to create the awareness of all people, that Why
doesnt this boy has any shoes? . The only answer that I got
was when you will grow up, you will understand why . Butit
wasnt enough for me.

Fatma: Is there any childhood memory, that you would
experience again?

Mz. Reza: 1 think, I am still the same child, I havent changed
much. I am sharing the same soul as 19-year-old Reza. He was
also trying to make people aware, now I am still doing the same
job. When I was talking to people, they didnt take care a lot.
So, I thought, maybe I am not able to express myself clearly.
I said, maybe the image would have a better expression and 1
could show it to everybody in the Wotld. There was another
problem at those ages. At home, we were speaking in the
Azerbaijani language, but at school, we have to speak in the
Persian language. If we didnt speak, we would be punished
and beaten by teachers. But photography has not any languages,

art has not had any languages. Now; about 56 years I am a
professional photographer. But it wasnt a profession for me
when I started as a 13-year-old boy, it was a passion for me,
not a hobby. Passion is much deeper than a hobby. And 1
learned on my own, there were no tutorial videos, YouTube,
Internet, classtoom, or someone who teaches you. In those
years, there were only a few photography studios, that people
were going there for having pictures for documents, weddings
or just family. I knew; that this is not the exact job I was looking
for. Thats why I became an architect. Firstly, I studied physics
at Tebriz University, then architecture at Tehran University.
In 1979, I decided to quit architecture, after 2 years working,
then became a photographer. I had no idea, I will find any job
or not. After 3 weeks, I got a job in Newsweek , which was
one of the top magazines in the World. Everything that I have
learned from 13-year-old, I didnt know that those are valuable
and appreciated at the international level. When people from

Newsweek saw my pictures, they were asking : These are
your pictures? , and I said yes, of course . Then, they asked
me to work with them and I said Okay, lets go .

Fatma: What is the exact difference between an eye of a
photographer and a normal person?

M. Reza: You can understand me better than others. Anyone
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who went to school, who got an education can write correctly,
but only a few people can write a poem. This is exactly the same
as photography. You cant explain, thousands of people take
pictures and just a few ones become photographers. Actually,
one person who hasnt been at school could write amazing
poems than millions who have a pen in their hands.

Fatma: Actually, no one can easily see the difference
between this photo and pictures that are taken by the
phones. I see your point now. Is there anything that in the
World you would definitely like to change?

Mz. Reza: A lot. What I have lived in the past 40 years, being
in the front line of many wars, seeing the conflicts, secing the
refugees, seeing how the war affected humanity. One thing, that
if I could change would be the silence of all weapons. The only
acceptable war is what Azerbaijan did recently; by going back
and taking their rights, motherlands. But whats happening in
alot of countries, taking others lands or war for war, these are
totally absurd for in the 21st century. Approximately 1/3 whole
wortlds budget goes to war. Imagine all this money if its put
into education, medicine, or art. If humanity could change this,
the World would be paradise.

Fatma: You witnessed in Karabakh how many escapes,
deaths, lives full of misery. What did you feel after being
back in those lands?

M. Reza: I think it was 24th or 25th November last year, when
I arrived in Aghdam, near the back of a big mosque in the
city. 28 years ago, I have seen all those people escaping from
Khojaly there. The pictures I have taken, it was an incredible
mixture of joy and outrage. Joy, because it has been 28 years
and this occupation was really touching my heart. Even I was
traveling all around the wortld and doing a lot of things, I wasnt
feeling good. It was not only because I am originally from
Azetbaijan, because as a World citizen too. I was outraged for
28 years because the World was silent and didnt want to know
about this occupation. This sense of injustice was touching me
a lot. What I could do in these 28 years was doing exhibitions,
making books, making conferences talking about Karabakh,
which was very difficult, especially in Europe and US. Because
you have a very strong Armenian lobby. And the whole World
was getting information only from the Armenian side. When
the pen is in the hand of your enemy, you cant do anything,

Fatma: You visited Karabakh during the 1st and 2nd wars
in very difficult ways. My question is, haven’t you ever
been scared of experiencing the dramatic atmosphere of
war lively?

M. Reza: Have you ever heard that someone died twice? No.
We all die once. If I have to stop doing what I love to do,

because I am afraid of dying, I wouldnt live the life which I
want.

Fatma: For 4 months you have been living together with
soldiers in Karabakh. Which memories do you remember
from there?






on the caves probably. If it would be 15.000 years ago, I would
be in Gobustan busy making those “yalli” figures. If I would
live in Egypt 5000 years ago, probably I would be painting the
pharaohs daily life on walls. When the writings were invented
4500 years ago, there were very few people learned how to
write. Those people were called scribes. Then who started
to wiite poems, was called a writer. My point is, it took a lot
of time to separate saying that, this is a journalist, this is a
graphic designer, this is a teacher, and so on. Now; everyone
has a camera, we call them photographers, but there is so
much difference between photography which I am doing, and
wedding photography or some catalog, What I am doing is my
personal way of expressing myself using photography. One
of the photographers that I admired a lot was Henry Cartier-
Bresson. Other ones are Eugene Smith, Se Sebastizio Salgado
etc. The main fact is how to use an image to tell the story.
Again, back in Egypt, people were using hieroglyphs 4500
years ago. They are revolutionized as emojis right now: When
the alphabet was invented, language became a dividing element

From the left: Fatima Hajiyeva,
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- "Mom, look here. It's a dandelion,” said little Leyla with excitement in her
eyes.

- "Take it and make a wish, dear.”

- "l want the war to end as soon as possible, and that our heroes return to
their homes with victory,” with a tear on her cheek whispered the child,
whose soldier-father had been missing for several weeks.

The mother gently wiped a tear from her daughter’s face, guessing about
Leyla's wish.

Months have passed and that dandelion is now doomed forever in the spider
web of a dead huge tank, inside of which | am now looking at. Big holes in the
rusty metal of killing machine, dried mud from the battlefields on the tank
track and its ruined summit to the right a meter from me... Unfortunately,
Leyla will never again listen to her father's stories about his childhood in
Karabakh. However, his sacrifice will never be forgotten, because now these
enormous machines are in Baku not to kill innocent civilians, but to show the
boundless bravery of our soldiers.

24 | ADAlilar School Magazine

By Humay Sadig, 11A1

For nearly thirty years, aggressive cowards have built defense systems of
ten or more barriers in territories they never owned. Standing here | could
picturize how Armenian soldiers were waiting for our fearless soldiers to pass
through deep anti-tank ditches, instantly killing minefields, wooden obstacles
to stop the iron power of Azerbaijanis, metal hedgehogs, wires and fences.
These “obstacles” were nothing for our heroes, who, after all these decades,
were preparing for a great return. While weak, frightened terrorists hid in
tunnels and ate their last stores, the patriots of Azerbaijan spent all their
remaining energy on liberating land from which millions of civilians had to
forcibly leave. Not to mention children, women, young, and elderly civilians,
cruelly killed in front of their families...

My (Qarahag Azarhaycandir!

@

ilham 8liyev
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APARAN

FAaTIMA SEYIDOVA 11C4

siginacaq secdiklari makan. Bir az iralide Boylk
Taglar kandi 6z asrarangiz manzarasi ila bizi valeh
eladi. Sonra iss mashur Dasalti kandina ¢atdiq.
Burada evlarin, demak olar ki, aksariyyati salamat idi.
Budur, artiq Susanin bir addimligindayam. Dasaltidan
gayanin Ustinda ilk olarag Susanin hamin telequllasi
gorsanirdi, sonra da hamin U¢cmix tapasi ve hamin
Cidir duzd...

Srticl masini saxladi: “Masllim, diisiin biraz nafas
alin”, - dedi.»

Susa ils illar sonra ilk garsilasmasi barada mana
danisarkan Hidayat baba o ana geri dondii
sanki. Man da sanki o ana sahidlik etdim, Susani
yaxindan gordiim. Onun iigiin Susa illarla
gormadiyi dogmasi, azizi idi. Hidayat baba
gozlerindan siiziilon yaslan silarak hekayasina
davam etdi:

- «Aglima da galmazdi ki, bels tez cataram Susaya.
Ilk gadsm qoyanda sahar mana sanki cox kicilmis
galdi. Nainki sahar, hatta boya-basa ¢atdigim evimiz
ds, atraf da ¢ox kicilmisdi.»

Bu aslinda tabiidir, Susa yarasi illar uzandiqca
hasrat yiikii ila yiiklanarak daha da agirlasarkan
Susani da boyiitmiisdii susalilarin goziinda. Ne¢a-
ne¢a susali dogma-aziz Susasina qovusmadan
onun illar 6tdiikca agirlasan va béyiiyan hasrat
yiikiiniin altinda azilarak mahv olmusdu.

- «Bu ¢ox agir bir hiss idi. Evimiz uculub dagilimisdi...
Evimizin garsisinda durub ¢ox stkir etdim... Hiss
edanda ki, man 6z torpagimizdayam, evimizdayam...
bax bu, hayatimda yasadigim an boytk zafar hissi
idil»

Maraq hissim getdikca daha da boyiiyiirdii.

s o0 e

ADAlilar School Magazine | 27



Suallarima cavab tapmagq istayirdim. Goérasan,
uzun illar sonra evina ayaq basdiqda hansi hisslori
kegirmisdi? Daha nalar tasirlondirmisdi Hidayat
babani? Bu suallardan sonra darin diisiincays
daldi va davam etdi:

- «Bu hisslari na deyarak, na da yazaraq ifads etmak
olmaz. Susanin har dasi tarixdir. Mani tasirlandiran
bir cox magam var idi. Onlardan biri da, boylyub
boya-basa catdigim evimizin divarlarindaki rasmlar
idi. Bu ev aslinda Masadi Qaraya aid olub. Masadi
Qara rahmata getdikdan sonra bu ev bir middat
usaq baggasi kimi faaliyyat gostarib, sonra da
atamgil coxusaqh ails olduguna géra o zamanki
hékimat evi atamgila verib. Masadi Qara tacir
olub, ancaq 6vladi olmayib. O vaxt Susani gazmayas
Veresagin adl bir rus rassami galir. O, Susada

bir ne¢a imkanli insanlarin evinda rasmlar ¢akir

va Masadi Qara da onu 6z evinin divarlarinda
rasmlar ¢cakmaya davat edir. Magadi Qaranin dvladi
olmadigina gora rasmda basi kasik - barsiz agaclan
¢okmayini istayir. Maraglisi budur ki, 100-150 il yasi
olan rasmlar, 30 il garin, yagisin altinda galmagina
baxmayaraq silinmayib, rangi bela solmayib.
Umumiyysatls, orada gérdilyiim har das, har gaya,
har bulag, har meydan mana sonsuz xatiralar va
hisslar yasadirdi...»

Bilirdim ki, Zafar yolunun ¢akilisinda da Hidayat
babanin béyiik amayi var. Ancaq bu haqda heg
vaxt atrafli danismamisdiq. Bu sababdan da,
istadim bir az da Zafar yolu haqqinda danisaq.

- «Zafar yolu ordumuzun Susani azad edarkan
istifada etdiyi yoldur. Bu yol avval Fizuliys kimi

va Flzulidan isa Boylk Taglara kimi idi. Boyuk
Taglardan Susaya kimi yol olmayib. Bizim gahraman
ordumuz mesani gira-qira yol agib Susaya. Bu
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cox aglagalmayan bir isdir. Ovvalki yol sadaca
Susakanddan Topxana mesasinin atayina va oradan
da Dasaltina at yolu, piyada yolu olub. Ancaq Fuzuli
tarafdan yol olmayib. Onu gahraman Azarbaycan
asgari 3 metr eninda - 1 masin keca bilacak

gadar, bayaq da geyd etdiyim kimi, mesani yara-
yara ¢akib. Va biza da Canab Prezident tarafindan
gostaris oldu ki, ordu neca gedibss, siz da hamin
yolla Susaya yol ¢akmealisiniz. Biz da o yolu ¢akdik
va avval adina ©hmadbayli-Flzuli-Susa yolu dedik,
sonra Canab Prezidentimiz bildirdi ki, o yolun adi
Zafar Yolu olacaqdir! Bu, yaqin ki, bitiin xalgimizin
konlindan kecan bir ad idi. Yol 101 kilometrdir,
eni 2 masin kecacak gadar 7 metr asvaltdir. Cox
rahat dhmadbaylidan Susaya saat yarim, iki saatliq
yoldur.»

Bu s6hbat manim yaddasimda boyiik iz
buraxacaq. Miisahibim dediyi kimi bazan sozlarla
ifads olunmayan hisslar olur. Man o hisslarin, o
ifadalarin sahidi oldum. Hidayat baba usaqliqdan
cox sevdiyim, hamisa s6ziina giivandiyim va darin
saygi duydugum insanlardan biridir. Onun Zafar
Yolunun ¢akilisinda istiraki manim liciin boyiik
faxr manbayidir. Sahidlarimizin miibarak ganlan
ila suvarilmis bu hasrat yolunu, galacays inam
yolunu, Zafar Yolunu getmayi, ata-babalarimizin
gozdiyi o camanlari gazmayi, o qayalara, o
daslara toxunmagj, onlar hiss etmayi biitiin
azarbaycanlilar kimi man da boyiik sabirsizlikla
gozlayirom.

Allah sahidlarimiza rahmat elasin!

Miisahibim: Azerbaycan Avtomibil Yollari Déviat
Agentliyinda Idara Raisinin Miiavini Riistamov
Hidayat Cahangir oglu.

FLOURISHING




SHAFAG
MEHRALIYEVA:

"MANY ADORE MIR JALAL
PASHAYEV AS THE KING
OF SHORT STORIES.”
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Nazrin Guluzada, 10AA6

ecently, ADAlilar visited “Edibin Evi” and

were hosted by Shafag Mehraliyeva, a

teacher at ADA University, and executive

director of Literary Support Foundation

“House of Writers”. Our journalist Nazrin
Guluzada (10AA6) had an opportunity to talk to Shafag
xanim.

Nazrin Guluzada (N.G.): When was the Adibin
Evi Literature Support Foundation founded and
what is its mission?

Shafag Mehraliyeva (Sh.M.): 9dibin Evi” or “
Littérateur House” was originally found in 2017 as a
literary space. It hosted a number of great events and
short-term academic programs such as “Azerbaijani
Culture and Langauge” courses for expat community
members, initiated literary discussions, worked with
high-schoolers in Baku to get them interested and
engaged with the Azerbaijani literature. All of it was
hosted in our beautiful building in IcheriSheher — Old
City. This is the first residential address in Baku of the

renowned writer Mir Jalal. Being born on the Iranian
side of Azerbaijan Mir Jalal, as fate had it, moved with
his family across the Araz river to Ganja to get educated.
Through highs and lows of life he eventually became a
teacher and writer, also making his significant mark on
Azerbaijani literature as a literary critic and scholar.
Although, Mir Jalal is mostly associated with his famous
novel “Manifesto of a Young Man”, many adore him
as the king of short stories. Those stories depict a few
decades of the life of the Azerbaijani society and are full
of characters taken from the same life and presented to
the reader in a satirical manner. They are funny and
honest at the same time, each giving a great message of
the importance of values. In 2021, the family of Mir Jalal
decided to expand the activities of “©dibin Evi” turning
it into a Literature Support Foundation. In a sense
our mission didn’t change much- it is still advocating
the importance of reading, particularly Azerbaijani
literature, and emphasizing the importance of books
in the digital age when screens may be more attractive
than pages.
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(N.G.) We know that the members
of the Board of Trustees of the
Foundation are the head of
the department of Baku State
University Adiba Pashayeva,
the professor of that university
Tahsin Mutallimov and the rector
of ADA University Hafz Pashayev.
You were appointed Executive
Director of the Foundation by the
decision of the Council. Can you
tell us about your activity in the
Writer s house?

(Sh.M.) Frankly, the pandemic

has slowed down our pace, but we
quickly adapted to our socially
distanced life mode. Usually, busy
House is mostly quiet these days
as we care about the public health
safety of our friends and followers
above everything. So, since June we
started building more online content
that will support our mission. One
of such projects that seemed to have
caught the audience attention is
“@dibin Evindan hekayslar’- “Stories
from the Littérateur House”, where
we invite famous actors, directors,
and generally, intellectuals to read
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a short story by an Azerbaijani
writer on camera. But, they are do
not simply read it, they act it out
in a style of a one-man theater.
Working on this project has been
quite an entertaining experience for
me. Imagine, you are not a big fan of
books or have no patience or simply
time to read. You can just tune in to
the link and watch the story being
read to you. You can enjoy it by
yourself, with your friends or even
in the classroom and turn it into a
discussion subject after. Broadcasted
over social media on the Facebook

Photos by Sona Afandizada (10AA3)

page of ASAN Radio, it keeps
accumulating audience even today
all across the country. I invite your
readers to check the stories out on
our YouTube channel.

(N.G.) ADA University has
initiated different projects
related with education, culture,
literature, etc. in Azerbaijan.
What is the role of ADA University
in this project?

(Sh.M.) Simply put, the idea of
reviving “9dibin Evi” as part of the
heritage of Mir Jalal belongs to his
elder son, a renowned scientist Arif
Pashayev. The historic building in
Icheri Sheher was restored with a
lot of care and love to our Old City’s
history. After the reconstruction

Shafag Mehraliyeva and Nazrin Guluzada (10AA6)

project was done, the younger son
of the writer who you must know
well- Rector of ADA University Hafiz
Pashayev took on the job of filling
it with the content. As you rightly
pointed out in your question, ADA
never lacks great content be it in
education, culture, or literature. And
considering how many bookworms
we have around this campus, getting
“ddibin Evi” going in terms of
literature events was not difficult.

(N.G.) On 8th  November we
celebrated the Great Victory Day
of the 44-day Patriotic War. We
won the war on a battle feld, but
on the media and information
feld it continues. How do you
assess the role of the media

during and after the 44-day war?

(Sh.M.) Well, how long will you
allow me to talk? (laughing). This
is quite a big topic that is the theme
for studying, discussions, and even
training at ADA University. The
short answer would be the role is
“extremely important”. The essence
of media is to give people the right
information to make the right
decisions. But during war times
access to the information may be
limited due to many reasons. So,
the job of media becomes so much
harder. However, their mission
remains the same. Our 2nd war on
the battlefield lasted for only 44 days,
but our informational war has been
going on for the past 30 years and is
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not over yet. However, just like on
the battlefield, in the informational
war we used the right strategies and
took the right measures to gain an
advantage in media coverage. We
changed our truth, hence we changed
our story covered by the world media.

(N.G.) Do you think that
everything should always be
presented as it is in the media,
or should there be some kind of
censorship?

(Sh.M.) That is a great question. A
journalist in his profession always
deals with difficult choices- what is
ethical, what is not? How far do I go
in uncovering all the details? Will
this story serve the public or hurt
the public? I think, if a journalist
understands his/her mission well,
which, as I pointed out in my previous
answers, is serving the public to help
it make the right decisions, being
its watchdog, and caring about its
literacy and enlightenment, he/she
will make the right choice between
telling the truth and exercising self-
censorship in doing that.

(N.G.) You went to the liberated
territories during the April war,
but did you visit our lands after
the war?

(Sh.M.) Yes, indeed. I wvisited
liberated parts of Jabrayil after the
short war in 2016. And of course,
having my family roots hailing

Giinos torpagin derinliklorine
niifuz edib onu bahar hoyatina

tabagalarini hoyata, aza

oyadan kimi, kitab da
bagoriyyotin an ge

from Aghdam, I could not wait to
see our liberated territories after
almost 30 years of separation. I got
to visit liberated Aghdam in March
of 2021 and my long-awaited dream
trip to Shusha happened in June
this year. I was overwhelmed with
emotions on both of those trips. But
also extremely happy and hopeful
for the upcoming future that all
of us will build there by putting
our destroyed by the Armenian
occupation Homeland back together.
Unfortunately, I could not find a
single building standing in Aghdam
as it was turned into a “Hiroshima
of Caucasus” by the barbaric actions
of the enemy. And I could not gain
access to the street where the house
of my family used to be as Aghdam
was filled with landmines during my
trip. Our entire delegation was being
very cautious in moving around. It
was devastating to realize that my
family members who were waiting
for this day the most, including my
grandmother, uncles, aunts, and
my own father didn’t get to live long
enough to see liberated Qarabagh.
But, I was happy that from now
on our children and grandchildren
will be able to live in peace and
prosperity there, just like in the rest
of the regions in Azerbaijan.

(N.G.) What should be done for
the development of the media in
Azerbaijan?
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(Sh.M.) ADA University is answering this question by
newly launched Bachelor’s degree in Communication
and Digital Media. It is a new academic program with
great prospects. We are going to build it up to raise a
new generation of professionals in the media field in the
country.

(N.G.) Do you think that information technologies
are used enough in Azerbaijan at the right times
and places?

(Sh.M.) I think information technologies is a limitless
world of opportunities. And certainly, not explored
enough yet. But our School of IT and Engineering is
training those professionals who, I hope, will keep
uncovering those opportunities on the national level.
Technology is sprinkled into every aspect of our lives
these days. As much as we love to see it make our
communication easy through social media, we must also
try to incorporate technology more into other spheres in
our lives, including medicine, social services, security,
education. The sky is a limit here.

(N.G.) We know that you are a big fan of Azerbaijani
pianist Chingiz Sadykhov. Can you share your most
interesting memory about him?

(Sh.M.) Yes, during my times as a journalist in the
States, I got to meet Maestro Sadykhov and become
friends with their family. Chingiz muellim and his lovely
spouse Jeyran khanim were a great couple. Even today,
years after Maestro passed away, at my every trip to
California, I visit Jeyran khanim and we remember
fondly Maestro and his fascinating life. Visiting their
house in San Francisco and feeling the warmth of their
hospitality was a precious chance to “feel at home away
from home”. We always had great conversations about
Azerbaijani music, culture and of course, Maestro shared
with us his endless memories from music tours and
working with the biggest stars of the Azerbaijani musical
stage like Rashid Behbudov, Muslum Magomayev and
others. All of our meetings had to have live music in his
performance. He adored his Homeland and missed his
hometown Shusha a lot. I am sure his soul is resting in
peace these days knowing that his lovely Shusha is free
now.

(N.G.) We have a journalists division in ADAlilar
school magazine, which I represent. As journalists,
we are taking our very frst steps. What would
you recommend to those who want to become a
professional journalist?

(Sh.M.) I would recommend staying curious all the time
and consider every member of ADA community as a story
waiting to be told. As they say, everyone is an expert
in something. We just need to find out in what. I hope
they will keep uncovering with their work the unique
diversity and talent represented at ADA community

(N.G.) Can ADA school students come and visit the
Writer s house ?

(Sh.M.) Absolutely yes. I am sure the visit will turn into
another great story to be told in your paper. But just like
any professional journalist, you must come prepared,
having researched the life of Mir Jalal and read a few of
his short stories.

(N.G.) Thank you!

Nazrin Guluzada, 10AA6
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Z2ANGILAN'S
SMART VILLAGES

By Ruhlan Taghizada, 10AA2

2020 WAS A YEAR OF DRAMATIC CHANGES. IN THAT YEAR, OUR COUNTRY LIBERATED
KARABAKH FROM THE ILLEGAL OCCUPATION OF ARMENTIA.

e could accomplish it due to the

immeasurable courage and selflessness

of our soldiers and our army. The end
of 2020 was full of mixed emotions. Almost 30
years later, we could finally return to our sacred
lands. Long before, this was a dream that we carried
in our hearts. But today it has finally become real.
Already a year has passed since the day we liberated
our lands, and we all understand at what cost.
Our brave soldiers will never be forgotten. Now it
is our time. We should bring back to Karabakh its
unique energy, transform it into the paradise it once
was. Even though over the past 30 years, Armenia
destroyed every cultural and historical monument,
it is our time to restore them. Today we should turn
that chapter and begin the new one.

After liberating our lands, the government has
launched the reconstruction works there. A lot
of new innovative projects have been started in
Karabakh. As a result, many foreign companies
were involved in those projects. One of the biggest
projects is  Smart Villages of Zangilan Aghaly-1,
Aghaly-2, and Aghaly-3. The foundation stone for
the first Smart village was laid by The President
of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev in April of 2021. The
foreign companies from Turkey, Russia, the UK,
Pakistan, Italy, France, the Netherlands, and Iran

will participate in the construction projects.

You may wonder: What is the Smart Villages
project mainly about? To start with, the Smart
Villages project is one of the most innovative and
fast-growing projects not only in Azerbaijan
but also in the whole world. There are five main
points of the Smart Villages concept. The first
one is efficiency. Smart villages in Zangilan will
have alternative energy systems. In other words,
electricity will be generated from water and the sun.
Several Hungarian companies have been involved
in water resources management. They are also very
interested in the Smart villages project. In addition,
efficiency will also be ensured with the help of the
ecological heating systems in every house, such as
smart lighting systems and waste management.

The second aspect of Smart Villagesis modernization.
There are going to be many charging stations for
electro~cars, and infrastructure in Aghaly-1,
Aghaly-2, and Aghaly-3 villages. The next point is

Smart Management. The organizers plan to create
a Data and Analyses center, where all gathered
information will be retained and processed. Also,
Smart Management technology will hWave fast
Internet and TV connection. At the same time, with
the help of new technologies such as drones, smart
agriculture will play an important role in the life
of the villages. The fourth element of Smart villages
is comfort. By comfort, we mean an opportunity
of having everything you need in close proximity.
For this, Aghaly-1, Aghaly-2, and Aghaly-3 villages
will have cycling routes, rest zones, recreation
lakes, distant type medicine, hotel and restaurants
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complexes, and smart schools. For example, foreign companies that work on
the road construction in Karabakh are: Aggreko
company from United Kingdom, Azar Sabalan
Consortium from Iran, Company Black Sea Group
LTD and GZA LTD from Georgia, Hepa Hungarian
Export Promotion Agency and Daniela Ipari
Park KFT from Hungary. There are also several
companies that are involved in the energy, mining,
construction, and information technology fields
of the restoration process. All these companies in
cooperation with our local companies are working
on the restoration of Karabakh. This cooperation

with the foreign companies develops the diplomatic
relations between our countries and gives
opportunities for future collaborations.

What are the latest news about the Zangilan s
Smart Villages Aghaly-1, Aghaly-2 and Aghaly-3?
The Deputy Economy Minister of Azerbaijan Elnur
Ali id that th k on th t vill
Considering all the aspects mentioned above, 1yf:v §a1 at the yvor on e. smart vi iages
. . project is nearly coming to an end in the Zangilan s
we can say that smart villages are forward-thinking )
. . . . Aghaly villages.
and innovative not only in the agrarian sector
but also in a global setting. That project will open

doors to new opportunities in every direction of

the development of our country. The Smart Villages
project is mainly about renewable energy and the
automation of every process. Its ultimate goal is to
maximize economic development. There are many
benefits of Smart Villages, and economic progress
is among its priorities. Still, what exactly allows
this progress to happen? There are many aspects
to that. The first is that the concept of the smart
village offers job opportunities for unemployed S

people. The second point is that a high-quality
internet connection will be set in those villages. This
in turn allows foreign and local companies to invest
in these villages maximizing the economic progress
of the areas. All those measures will prevent brain
drain and provide developmental prospects for our
country.

Talking about the companies who are involved in
the restoration of Karabakh, there are several local
and foreign companies from the Turkey, Islamic
Republic of Iran, Russian Federation, Ukraine,
Hungary, United Kingdom, Germany, Italy, Georgia.
The companies from these countries are involved in
the different fields of restoration process.
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Humay Sadig, 11A1

Interview with Nasimi Narimanov (Advisor to
the Chairman of the State Committee for Affairs
of Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons) by
Humay Sadig, 11A1

Humay Sadig: First of all, Nasimi muellim, thank you
for taking your time, and it is an honor for us to talk
to you about such a topic as “Return to Karabakh”.
As we know, the liberation of Azerbaijani territories,
which were occupied for 30 years by Armenian forces,
brought pride and happiness to every home of all
Azerbaijanis around the world. The refugees and
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) again gained a
chance to breathe the air of their homeland and stand
on the territories, which were liberated by the heroes
of our country. However, unfortunately, we cannot
go to Karabakh right now. So, today I would like to
discuss those reasons, the development of the return
process, and some other questions that people are
most interested in.

But before we start with the questions, I would ask
you to briefly talk about yourself, for example, about
education, career, and your duties at your job.
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_Nasimi
Narimanowv:

Karabakh will flourish
just like Khar-bulbull

Nasimi Narimanov: Well, my full name is Nasimi
Narimanov. I have been with the State Committee for
these past three years. Talking about my education, I
was graduated from a university located in Virginia,
USA. Right now, my position in the committee is the
Adpvisor to the Chairman. We have a very friendly
staff here. Mostly, our employees are either IDPs,
veterans’ families or the martyrs’ families.

But myself, I am not from the region of Karabakh that
was liberated. I was born in Barda. But my grandpa
came from Umutlu, which is part of former Aghdere,
now part of Terter.

Humay Sadig: Thank you, Nasimi muellim. Now, 1
would like to proceed with the questions about the
return process. From the point of view of the State
Committee for Affairs of Refugees and Internally
Displaces Persons, when you approximately expect
us to return to Karabakh, and which factors affect
most the process?

Nasimi Narimanov: To my expectation, the earliest
voluntary return can begin within a year. But how
long it will last is very hard to answer. The reason

Carpet made by the IDPs in Qobu Park 3 (in the office of the State Committee)

is that right now we are reconstructing Karabakh.
It is the toughest challenge to overcome as works
are being done on and off the minefields. You take
any wrong step further or to the side — you blow up
yourself. Having said that, I would like to applaud
all those brave workers. Just like our soldiers they
have put their life at stake, by being crucial part of
reconstructing, rebuilding, and developing Karabakh,
even though they are surrounded by mines.

However, since we have enough available funds,
it is possible to return to Karabakh soon. I am sure
we will make Karabakh great again in a very short
period of time.

Humay Sadig: You mentioned the available funds.

So, do you have some help from foreign countries?

Nasimi Narimanov: We are working with some
international institutions, organizations since we
cannot lay all the burdens on the government. The
responsibilities should be shared by the private
sectors, IDPs themselves, civil societies, and
even international organizations. When it comes
to problem, if anyone wants to be a part of the
solutions, they should show some commitment and
contribution to it.

I believe by the end of this year, we will possibly
have some resources available to us, which might be
directed to these works for Karabakh.

Humay Sadig: Thank you for clarifications, Nasimi
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muellim. Also, I wanted to touch on a topic about
the online survey created by the ADA University on
the return of IDPs to Karabakh. As far as I know, the
survey was closed on April 25th and the number of
participants has nearly reached a hundred thousand
people, which is a great result. So, as a Committee,
how you are going to use the provided information,
and do you think that it will be beneficial for the
return process?

Nasimi Narimanov: If you cover the population
between 10 thousand and 10 million, it is well enough
to get a sampling of 400-500 respondents. Since we
have this vast amount of detailed information from
the ADA survey, I think we have enough data to work
on people’s social-economic conditions, education,
design level of living back in Karabakh. Those things
will be taken into the consideration for the IDPs, who
are willing and voluntarily go back to their homeland.
So, we will definitely use the provided data from the
ADA survey.

Humay Sadig: But when the liberated territories will
be livable after they will be cleared from the mines,
the designs and planning of the cities will be ready,
how the committee is planning to enrich and sustain
the life of future inhabitants of Karabakh?

Nasimi Narimanov: We have asked a question not
to others what they have done for Karabakh, but
to ourselves, what we have done and what can we
do for Karabakh. As I previously mentioned, we
should share the responsibilities, we should take
those actions, and be a part of the reconstruction.
In that manner, we will help our community, which
has been suffering for 30 years because of Armenian
aggression and occupation. I believe, another way
to attract private sector investment is to give them
tax breaks, credit or exemption... Maybe we may try
to attract some foreign direct investments from the
investors who are interested to come and invest in
Karabakh because of provided financial incentives.

As a part of the agreement, we will have the corridor
from Zangilan to Nakhichevan as the new part of
the Silk Road that can create new opportunities. We
think with targeted employment programs IDPs
will receive better paying jobs and career. Therefore,
having the public and private sectors, civil societies,
foreign direct investors involved, we can enrich and
sustain the life of IDPs - the past indigenous and
future inhabitants of Karabakh.

Humay Sadig: Till now, we talked a lot about the
future state of Karabakh, for example, about the
possible existence of the future new Silk Road.
Moreover, recently President Ilham Aliyev announced
the construction of smart villages and smart cities.
However, as a representative of the State Committee
and active participant of the returning process, how
you see Karabakh after a couple of decades for future
generations?
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Jewelery by N.N.

Nasimi Narimanov: To me actually before IDPs
return to Karabakh, there will be enough favorable
condition for them. Therefore, Karabakh will flourish
just like Khari-bulbul! I believe we have that power,
those human and natural resources, to flourish
Karabakh. For the future of Karabakh, I do not only
see nature and flowers flourishing in there, but I
also see the flourishing face of IDPs and blooming
business sectors in Karabakh. Therefore, I am very
optimistic about what we will achieve in Karabakh.

I have been to the liberated lands myself and I saw
that all those Armenians, who lived there illegally,
have not done anything worthwhile, meaning
building, developing or whatsoever. They were
living in the poor condition. So, that gives me now
the reason to say that those unauthorized, illegal
aliens knew that they were living there temporarily.
That is why they did not invest a dime. But we are

investing huge amount of money because we know
we are not guests, but landlord of Karabakh.

Therefore, I am guessing a very bright future for
Karabakh and Current activities, approach guarantees
great future of Karabakh. Moreover, we will not have
any challenges or any obstacles in Karabakh because,
within the 44-days of war, we saw how our people
were dedicated and what we were capable of in terms
of solidarity, shared responsibility.

Not only the soldiers were devoted, but also civilians
who were like part of the army. They were trying to
share even one last slice of bread with the soldiers.

Humay Sadig: To be honest, when you were telling
these last sentences, I saw that energy and enthusiasm
in your eyes. I think this is amazing that such people
work on this topic trying to do their best for IDPs
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«I am
SUure we

will make
Karabakh

great
again in a
very short
period of
time.»

Khari-BulBul in the office of the State Committee

and all Azerbaijanis around the world. I am so glad
for such a sincere talk.

If you have some other additional notes, maybe you
would like to share them.

Nasimi Narimanov: To myself, I always say that if
you want to be a good person, you have to be good
to others. This is a part of life’s motto. I am thankful
to God that I got such an opportunity to work for the
people. We will try to achieve what we are able of,
and hopefully, we will achieve that by being judged
as a good public servants.

Talking about the additional comments on our today’s
topic, in these coming days, we are planning to do
“minefield safety training” for the people in Aghdam,
Terter and Fuzuli. Since it is about safety, we would
like to give training to the teachers so that they can
share this information with their students, who are
going to play around the plains, yards, and forests in
Karabakh. They should know how to behave if there
is a suspicion of being a mine in surrounding area.

One of our last trainings prior to this one was jointly
done with Red Cross and our committee was first
aid training. I remember that approximately on
September 23rd in Aghdam, we finished our first
aid training. Later, within 2 or 3 days, the Armenian
aggression started, and we gave them an adequate
response that they deserved and liberated our lands.
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I believe that our actions in Karabakh will be a good
paradigm to copy by other countries in the future.

I also think that IDP was not the identity, rather a
status, IDPs were always a part of us and just had
to forcibly migrate from their homeland as a result
of occupation. Even though IDPs’ lands, homes,
and even graveyards were destroyed, they are so
generous, brave enough that they want to go back
and will live there again. Maybe their next upcoming
generations will see what they have been missing.
Because those generations that were not born in
Karabakh, which has been always part of Azerbaijan
did not know that nature, waterfalls, the sound of the
birds, the smell of the flowers they were missing. So,
when they will be back, they will be witnessing the
saying “If you would like to see heaven, you should
come to see Azerbaijan”.

We will always know the value of drops of blood,
sweat and tear that have been shed for Karabakh.

In my conclusion, I am saying let’s make Karabakh
great again, and Karabakh will make us greater!

Humay Sadig: Great! Thank you so much! Our

magazine appreciates all your words, explanations,
and clarifications. It was a pleasure to talk to you!

Humay Sadig, 11A1

EXPLOKING
AZERBALIAN




or the last 30 years, BP in Azerbaijan has been one
of the biggest contributors to the development
and growth of the country s economy by providing
a substantial new revenue stream for the state
of Azerbaijan. As an exemplary corporate citizen,
the company has supported a number of capacity-building
and educational development projects in the country, and

SUS [ AINABL =

~MINGS

Khadija Ahmadova, TICT

cooperation with ADA University is among them.

ADAlilar magazine s editorial member Khadija Ahmadova
talked to Gary Jones, the president of BP for the Azerbaijan
Georgia Turkey (AGT) region, to get his reflections about BP
Azerbaijan s plans on clean energy and what skills will be
required from candidates to drive the energy transition.

Khadija Ahmadova (11C1) and Gary Jones

Kh.A.: BP is transitioning to become a net-zero company and |
assume Azerbaijan as one of its most important businesses will
need to have an important role in this process. How do you
see the potential for transitioning into the renewable energy
business, for BP in Azerbaijan? Is it realistic for BP Azerbaijan to
achieve a Net Zero target and stay economically viable?

G.J.: | think it s a really good question. Many of our staff are
asking the same question. You are right, BP Azerbaijan is a very
big piece of business for BP in terms of scale. It s the biggest
activity area we have around the world. Obviously, we have
two giant world-class fields, ACG and Shahdeniz, where we are
exploring, which involve exploration and drilling. In fact, if you
look out the window (of Mr. Jone s office), you Il see the Satti
jack-up rig is sitting right in the bay here to do the drilling for
the second SWAP well. As part of the project, there are lots of
activities what we call the traditional oil and gas business, and
that will continue.

In terms of the energy transition, we re completely signed up
for that. Our CEO, Bernard Looney has been very clear about the
energy transition, and we want to be absolutely part of that. But
it is a transition, it will mean the transformation of our existing
oil and gas business, reducing our hydrocarbon footprint,
and thinking about how we can improve the efficiency, and
decarbonize that model of business. And then also about the
renewables side of the business, for example, solar, offshore
wind. For us in Azerbaijan, that is very exciting, because we re
blessed with fantastic and high-quality oil and gas reserves.
But as you know, since you are from Azerbaijan, we re also
blessed with very good wind resources. The wind offshore in
the Caspian is very high quality, comparable to some of the big
wind projects that we re looking at in the North Sea, in the UK,
and off the coast of America. And you may also know that we
are very interested in doing our first solar project in Azerbaijan,

in the liberated territories, which we are working with the
Ministry of Energy.

As you know, Bernard Looney, our CEO, has laid out a strategy
for the company, and I think this region mirrors that strategy.
Bernard, in fact, was here about three or four weeks ago,
and we met with the President. Mr. Ilham Aliyev, and that s
exactly what we talked about: how we build on fantastic past
and track record of working together, and then how we help
go through the energy transition together. The good news is
that the President has been very clear about his aspirations for
the country. We ve signed a Memorandum of Understanding,
which is an alignment between us and the government through
the Ministry of Energy on how we can work together on that
transition.

Kh.A.: Yes, | have listened to Mr. Bernard Looney s reflections
about Net Zero and I found them both exciting and ambitious.
So, BP Azerbadijan s plans perfectly align with the BP Group s
goal, which is really impressive.

Before we dwell on the transformation conversation, can you let
us know what has been BP Azerbaijan s biggest challenge during
the pandemic? What has been the company s overall response
to the challenge?

G.J.: It has been an extraordinary couple of years for everybody
on the planet. None of us have lived through a pandemic like
this before. The last one was in 1980. And | am, quite frankly,
astonished that we have managed to keep the business
going through this pandemic. This has been so because of
the commitment and professionalism of all of our employees.
They have made massive sacrifices in terms of what they have
had to go through, to keep reducing the oil and gas in terms
of quarantining and testing, and extending rotors. And they
have done it because they understood the criticality of keeping
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the energy flowing, particularly, of course, when we had the
conflict, and it was essential that we kept the oil and gas
resources flowing. At that time, that was the role that our
staff could primarily play in supporting the country. Although,
of course, we did have some boys who were also on the
frontline.

So, | think it has been a terrible time for everybody. Many
people were touched and more deeply those who have lost
their loved ones. And even if they havent, they ve been
impacted by the lockdowns and all the measures that we ve
had to put in place.

| hope that through the vaccination program, which we think
is the best way out of this pandemic, we will be able to get
back to normal. At bp AGT, 90% of our people offshore and in
the office are now vaccinated, and we Il start looking at this
booster campaign. It has been a very traumatic period to live
through, but it has just shown us the resilience of our people
to get through this time.

Kh.A.: I appreciate your thoughts Mr. Jones and it was great
to know about BP s effective response to the pandemic. Back
to the transformation topic, what do you think are and will
be the most demanded skills and capabilities in light of the
transformation?

G.J.: The transformation is a very exciting thing for people like
yourselves, who are starting to think about university very
soon. It s because this is a time of significant change, as well as
a time of developing the new skills that we re going to need,
which are primarily digital awareness, creative thinking, and
agile thinking.

And that is what we re driving now within our company. It s
all about how you communicate, how you simplify decision-
making. Fundamentally, how do we make sure that everybody
in the company understands where we re going. And that s
why what Bernard Looney has done is so powerful because he
has been so clear about where the company is going. So, when
we re trying to make tough decisions, we can just say, where
are we headed, and then we can get behind it. What we re
trying to do is drive that level of communication to everybody
in the company, so that everybody understands their role.

So, | think what really matters is whether it is their first day
in the company, or they have been 40 years in the company,
the people s opinion and that their input is very highly valued
because you understand where the company s going.

Kh.A.: Do you think our current education system requires any
transformation to nurture those skills?

G.J.:Ihavetosay, | mincredibly impressed with the universities
that I have visited in Azerbaijan. | have obviously been to ADA,
to Baku Higher Oil School, Baku State University, and | ve been
to many universities here and the standard of the studentsis |
think exceptional. And what | observe is they are really looking
at the skill sets and the courses that are needed. So, | see a lot
more now automation engineers, being trained at some of the
schools. We are looking at digital skills, computer skills, and
data analytics, which is a massive one. And of course, ADA is
right at the heart of the center that we helped set up nearly
four years ago. We have now set up a dual Master s course, at
ADA, as well as on computer science and data analytics. | think
to understand data, in my generation, you d perhaps need to
spend a lot of your time trying to get the data in the first place,
while in your generation, the data will be at your fingertips.
There will be lots of artificial intelligence, and your role will be
to tell us what we need to do with all this information. Let me
give you an example.

When they first started flying airplanes, a pilot had to do
everything. He had very few dials or information in his cockpit.
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And they were basically making all the decisions. If you look
at a jet fighter pilot today, computers are making 99% of the
decisions and they re providing the pilot with critical data for
when he needs to intervene. If you look at local AZAL planes,
now they can take off and land automatically. The pilots, are
just on top of all of that Al that s available to them, and that
is what everyone s life is going to be like, which is exciting.
Human beings have fantastic brains and using those brains
properly, | think they d be coming up with some really exciting
outcomes.

Kh.A.: Is BP planning to further cooperate with the Ministry of
Education, and with ADA University in the area of educational
development?

G.J.: Absolutely. We have been nearly 30 years now in the
country and a cornerstone of our whole social investment
program is all-around education. In some projects it s working
directly with the universities, in some, it s on degrees. As part
of some initiatives, we have developed and translated books
for universities. But one of the things that | enjoyed most,
was when | arrived in Azerbaijan, as we went to visit quite a
few farmers along the routes of our pipelines, and we were
working with them, to educate them on how they canincrease
the yields on their farms. The other area was supporting
the introduction of beekeeping skills to again, expand the
opportunities within the farm.

All in all, education is really where we focus, because if you
teach people how to do things, its far more valuable to
them than doing it for them. So, I think that s been at the
cornerstone, and | think that will continue, for sure.

Education is one of the powerful areas and if you build and
focus on it, and give people the right skills, then you get some
fantastic outcomes. And the reality for peoplelike you is, based
on what | read, that 80% of the jobs in 2030, this was only nine
years away, haven t been invented yet. | would encourage you
to realize what you will get going forward you re going to
leave school, go to university, and then graduate. However,
the learning experience will go on through your entire life,
adapting, building, and continuing to keep up to speed with
everything that is happening in the world. I ve said it to my
team, I m learning at a faster rate now than | have ever done
and | find that very exciting.

Kh.A.: That is very encouraging. I also think that changing the
mindsets of people is really important for this transformation.
For most of your career, you have been dealing with oil and gas.
Was it difficult to face the necessity of the transformation?

G.J.: | think that s a brilliant question. | think the way I look
at it is what we fundamentally do as engineers and scientists
is solve problems. We solve complex problems. For me,
the exciting part of the energy transition is that it is a very
complex problem, and how we ensure that we continue to
supply energy to the world. Because quite frankly, there are
still millions of people around the world that do not have
access to simple things like electricity and fresh water and
these sorts of things. And that energy demand is going to
continue increasing. We managed to maintain that energy
demand while we absolutely critically transformed to a much
lower carbon future. It is going to be very complex and require
all of our skillsets to achieve that. They are mostly technical
skillsets, but then there are also behavioral skillsets and how
you work together as teams to solve complicated problems.

I think it s about the clarity of where we are going. | have now
got two beautiful little granddaughters, and obviously, from
my perspective, | want them to have a planet that is going to
be safe to live in. So, we are all invested in doing the right thing
going forward.

Kh.A.: Mr. Jones, you have been in Azerbaijan for about five




50

ADAlilar School Magazine

Photos by Sona Afandizada, 10AA3

From the left: Khadija Ahmadova (11C1), Gary Jones, President BP Azerbaijan, Georgia Turkey (AGT) region, Sona
Afandizada (10AA3), Samir Javadov, Ethics manager, ADA School

years now. What do you think about Azerbaijan and Azerbaijani
people?

G.J.: Well, | love it here and | have been here since 2017,
and one of the things | love about the Azerbaijani people is
attitudes. You have mentioned mindset which means you ve
obviously been doing a lot of reading because the mindset is a
big part of the transformation. People understand that change
is inevitable, so they are getting on board with the change,
and your role in it is very important. But the attitude | found in
Azerbaijan and across the regions is people s desire to learn,
to improve themselves, to get better. The second thing is the
hospitality and the friendship that is shown to people when
they come here when you go to dinner for instance. Also, the
way you re treated in the family home is just fantastic, and it
reminded me of what it was like in Wales when | was growing
up. | m Welsh, and | remember when | was a child, it was like
that in north Wales, where | come from. In my grandmother s
house, there were always people coming in and out the door,
socializing, and there was always tea being brewed, and food
being made available - it was lovely.

I think the final and exciting thing for the country is that
you now have top universities, you have a president and
a government that are very ambitious to embrace the
transformation of the energy industry, and what that might
mean is the diversification of business opportunities in the
country. | think it s going to be very exciting times for the
country going forward, and you re going to be a big part of it.

Kh.A.: It is very reassuring to hear that coming from you Mr.
Jones.

And last but not the least, what would be your top three advice
to ADA students?

G.J.: First of all, what | always say to people is to go big on
ambition. Think big, don t be constrained by anything, and
particularly, if you re going to enter ADA University or any of
the top universities here, you are going to be in an incredibly
privileged position because you deserve it because you ve

worked for it. There should be no barriers to what s possible
to you, it s entirely up to you in terms of what is success for
you. What | quite often see is people never realize how much
they could do, so go big on ambition, don tlet people tell you,
it s not possible.

Secondly, don t be scared of making mistakes, because we
all make mistakes, and we all learn from them. | find that
many students are used to getting high marks at everything
they do, and that s obviously very good. But in real life, if
you only do things where you re sure of succeeding you will
miss out on two things. One is growth, your personal growth
because it s when you make mistakes, you learn a lot about
yourself, and about the consequences of those mistakes. So,
making mistakes is actually a very healthy thing to do. And
the second point s, if you only keep doing things that you feel
comfortable in, you Il never really stretch yourself. Don t be
afraid of making mistakes, because trying a few things that
you are not sure about will eventually make you successful. It
gives you the confidence to do that often, so.

The third thing is that it s all about relationships. However
good you are, intellectually, technically, it is how you relate
to other people, how you treat, and respect them, because
at the end of the day, if you know all the answers but there s
no one who wants to listen to you, you re not going to be
very successful. You should think about that even now when
youre at school. ADAlilar magazine is a great example of
that because to produce something like this requires great
collaboration, strong teamwork.

I should say I love the picture of your team on the magazine

all those people have roles, working together to produce
a first-class publication like your magazine. Well done, it is a
brilliant product, and keep up doing a great job!

Kh.A.: Thank you, Mr. Jones, for your time and your valuable
insights.

Khadija Ahmadova, 11C1
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Aziza Seyidova

Chief Marketing Officer
PASHA Travel

Azerbaijan has a number of
recommended unique destinations
for tourists to visit; however, not
every citizen is aware of those
locations either. Besides, it is
important to know how not only to
spend your free time with pleasure
but also to contribute to the economy
and domestic travel advancement.
There are a lot of options for how to
plan a trip properly - by yourself or
with an agency.

Our journalists Rifah Zeynalov
(11C1) and Maryam Kalimulina
(11B2) talked to Ms. Aziza Seyidova,
Chief Marketing Officer in PASHA
Travel, will tell us about travel
perspectives and destinations in
Azerbaijan.

Maryam: What is the frst thing to
look at in the selection of a tour
or a place to visit?

Aziza Seyidova: Now, with all the
digital aspects and everything
that is happening with meta- and
metaverse on the Internet, for some
people, especially the young ones the
term «travel agency» is a little bit
old-fashioned. However, people who

llkin Javadov

Director Industry and
Destination Development
Azerbaljan Tourism Board

Our journalist Khadija Ahmadova
(11C1) met with Mr. Ilkin Javadov,
director of Industry Destination
Department of Azerbaijan Tourism
Board.

Khadija Ahmadova: Liberation
of Karabakh marks a new phase
in the history of Azerbaijan.
What new opportunities did

it create for the Azerbaijan s
tourism industry?

Ilkin Javadov: Karabakh, definitely,
provided us with great prospects for
the development of further tourism
destinations. Everyone knows the
fact that Karabakh has been well
known for its stunning nature,
ancient history and valuable culture
for centuries.

The Pearl of Karabakh, our “Cultural
Capital”, our beautiful Shusha is a
cradle of Azerbaijani national music
and literature, home to monuments
such as Shusha Castle and the
exquisite Yukhari and Ashaghi
Govhar Agha Mosque. Shusha was
the birthplace of key figures in
Azerbaijan’s ... (Read more on page
57)
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Irada Gadirova

General Secretary
Azerbaljan Travel
Bloggers Assosiation

«ADAlilar ~ School = Magazine»-nin
jurnalistlar  s6basinin  lzvii  Farhad
Abbasov (10AA3) taninmis sayahat
blogeri, Azarbaycan Turizm Blogerlari
Assosiasiyasinin Bas Katibi rade xanim
Qadirovaila gorusib va suallarini verib.

Farhad Abbasov: Bildiyim gador,
Siz miistaqil sayahat blogeri kimi
calisirsiniz. Bu faaliyyat novii son
zamanlar Azarbaycanda da genis
viisat alir. Bas asl pesaniz nadir?

Irade Qadirova: 9sl pesam ixtisasim
deyak  Tarixgidir. Baki Dévlat
Universitetinin  mazunuyam. Demak
olar ki, ixtisasim  sayahatlorimin
istigamatina, mahiyyatine ¢ox tesir
edir.

F.A.: Sizi bu pesanin se¢ciminda na
havaslandirdi?

frade Qadirova: on béyik arzum
dinyani gezib dinya insanlarinin
hayat ve ananaslerini ¢akmak, eyni
zamanda arxeoloji gazintilarda istirak
etmak istayi idi. Bu iki istak mana Tarix
ixtisasini segmaya sovq etdi.

... (davami 62-ci sahifada)

come to our agency are here for an experience, and when
you enter the travel agency, your journey starts. We have
clients, who come and say: « I don’t know where I want to
go, I don’t when I want to go, and I don’t know what my
budget is, but send me somewhere nice”, and I think this
is what the travel agency exists for. Because you come
for the advice and inspiration. When you search on the
internet by yourself and try to do a booking which is also
fine, you can get lots of inspiration. Although that, there
are people who are afraid, and to whom I'd like to share
the experience, and whom I want to help. The first thing
is when you enter the travel agency, you do not need to
buy anything here, you just come for inspiration. We tell
that people about different countries, what is happening
there, what is the best part to travel to, where is the
nice time to visit, for instance, if there are any festivals,
and what is visa requirements. Especially, when the
COVID19 situation has affected us a lot, and I think
people do need professional advice, so answering your
question - come, get inspired, and return for your travel
experience.

Rifah: Dear Aziza xanim, according to our
research you have accomplished quite a lot in your
professional career. How did you choose tourism as
your area of specialization? Would you recommend
this Feld to a new generation of graduates?

Aziza Seyidova: I've been in travel only for 6 years now,
which is not a very long time for this sphere. I had very
interesting tricks that my life played with me - I am
changing jobs every 5 years, I've been changing them,
this is my job cycle, and usually, and in all of them I had
one job, which is PR and Communication. That again
proves that if a person wants a change and is not afraid
of change, for me it always was a strive to go and try
something new, all the time. My daughter is now in her
third year of study, and she studies cyber security. When
she told me first, that she wants to go in that direction,
I was surprised and said: « Seriously?! What is that?

That is something I want to do». For me, cyber security
is something in a parallel universe - there is nothing I
know about it. She enjoys it, and she loves it, so I said:»
Well, whatever you need - we will support you».The same
for me, communication is the key. I like talking to people,
I like meeting new people, and I switched to a travel
agency from Arts and Culture. It was not a huge move
because travel is an art, it is a culture in some aspects.
The thing I suggest to young people is not to be afraid
to try something new all the time. If this is an unknown
area for you - don’t be afraid! There always be people who
will support you, and it is also a great opportunity to gain
new skills, new memories, a new community that will
surround you, and your contacts will be growing. Today
you're a student or you're an editor in a newspaper - aim
big, go for something completely different, move around
the world. I think, flexibility these days is the key. So my
advice for the younger generation is not to be afraid to
take risks.

Maryam: Is it important to plan a trip with a
specialized agency? What are the advantages
and disadvantages of seeking the assistance of a
traveling agency?

Aziza Seyidova: I have to say that is important because I
am in the travel business and I can see why it is crucial.
Different people around the world approach whole travel
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planning in different ways. If

we take, for example, Germans

or Austrians - they plan ahead.

Today they already know what

they will do this summer or next

year in winter, but for Azerbaijan,

it is the last minute’s travel

planning. They sit together in a

company, they are having fun,

and then someone says: “Let’s

go to Turkey tomorrow”, and it

happens. I'll tell you one example

I had in my experience. We had a

summer charter to Montenegro. It

was a weekly charter, which was

leaving on Thursday at about 9 am

in morning. What we did for this

charter as it was a new product,

and it needed a promotion: the day

before Thursday evening we took

the list of all passengers, and our

designer quickly looked through it

and typed names on special labels.

Then, they were sent to a printing

house, so in the morning we were

having the chocolate bars with

wishes and passengers’ names.

The idea was to give chocolate

to travelers after their check-

ins. It created a massive boom in

Instagram, that was the whole

idea. I had a colleague at that

time, he was from Austria, it was

5 pm, and he asked: «So, do we

have a full flight?, I replied: “Not

i@ Ryet. People are still booking”. This

is how last-minute our market is.

BFor Austrian it was out of this

orld: “What?! But that travel

. is tomorrow”, I told him to wait

k5 \1‘ till 6 pm. I think he didn’t sleep

AW that night because of this. I love

e yspontaneous things, this concerns

f=&travel, and every other aspect of

"& my life. When you are planning

his trip, you're getting a bit out of

SWyour trip, it is the best experience

B @ vou will have, but sometimes you

might not get a place in any place

ou are looking for. If you plan

to visit, for example, a festival

1- planning will guarantee your

‘participation there. Travel is

about the experience, so it has

to be planned to secure yourself,

but sometimes a spontaneous trip

is as entertaining as a planned

flone. If you are planning a trip

gyourself, it can save you money,

: because the price of a ticket could

be very high on some days or very

cheap on others. Therefore, you

need to know those nuances. A

professional travel agent will help

ou with that and also will help

" you to plan your budget. When

you plan there will be more time to

investigate that area, to be at the

right place, and to make your own
"% experience more pleasing.
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Russian market is in love with gastro tours. The Asian
market is more into cultural heritage, they are interested
in seeing UNESCO sights and silk road in Sheki. Arabs
are in love with greenery - Gabala and Guba are their
favorite spots. It varies from different markets, and
this is what we try to understand before we present our
product for each market. We are researching preferences
specifically for that country as travel packages.

Rifah: How do you see the main aspects of future
travel? Will it be easier with each year to travel or
there will be some diffculties?

We can see the revival of travel - the travel industry
is the most flexible sector because it changes with the
situation. It sells the experience. I don’t think there will
be any problems. There will be options for new concepts
as virtual reality travel - you can be in the center of
Rome or Paris if you don’t want to waste time on a plane.
However, I still hope that there will be people who would
like to have real experience. We already have some
applications for online travel, and I think pandemic is a
really good time to relook all notions of tourism, so stay
tuned.

Maryam: How to interest locals to travel more
within the country and to invest more in domestic
tourism?

Aziza Seyidova: We should create more and more
different experiences in cities. We are now working
very closely with the Azerbaijan Tourism Board on a
new concept of slow food travel. It is in its final stages
now in Azerbaijan. Briefly, this concept is about unique
food in each region and city that cannot be found in
other parts of the world. As a consequence of the usage
of “fast” products, these are disappearing. We want to
revamp and produce more of this with help of bringing
back old recipes. We are working with local farmers and
supporting them to bring more groups from both - locals
and international. In my opinion, we should create more
of these experiences for locals. We should introduce
people to something they are not familiar with. The key
is to keep surprising people.

Rifah: Today with great pride we can say that
Karabakh is Azerbaijan. So I think we must ask
questions related to this topic. Does Pasha Travel
have any plans for trips to Karabakh, if yes could
you please tell us about them a little bit?

Aziza Seyidova: Not now because it has to be cleared from
all the mines and danger. In the future, we definitely will
be looking forward to making it a product for tourists, but
here we depend a lot on the government. I really cannot
wait to go there! Some tourist agents have already been
sent to Karabakh to explore the situation there and to
understand the product, but we need infrastructure to
make it applicable. It is dangerous there now. Once the
parliament says go - we are ready!

Maryam: We have over 500 students at ADA
school, aged 15-16. Do you think Pasha Travel
can organize special travel arrangements for our
students, or maybe we could collaborate on some
kind of campaign together?

Aziza Seyidova: Absolutely! We will be delighted to
collaborate. We have had a wonderful experience with
ADA University. Every year we hire one or two of your
interns who help us in our chaos, and the quality of
candidates is very impressive. Very soon you will be
having more and more products from PASHA Travel.

Rifah: What you would like to wish to the students
of ADA School?

Aziza Seyidova: I would like to wish you to be flexible,
do what you want to do, not what is expected from you,
and do not be afraid of risk and new things throughout
your life. It is very difficult to understand what he or
she wants to do at the age of 16-17. Do not be afraid to
change something that does not bring you happiness!

PASHA Travel is a friendly and supporting agency.
It promotes its values by extending its partners
network. It is the most infuential and reliable
traveling bureau in the country. An excellent
example of professionalism and work ethics.

From the left: Nazrin Hugeynli (11A2), Maryam Kalimulina (11B2),
Aziza Seyidova, Rifah ZéyAalov (11C1) :

llkin Javadov:

«Our beautiful Shusha is a cradle
of Azerbaijani national music
and [iterature»

(beginning at the page 52) ... cultural history such
as the composer Uzeyir Hajibeyli and the poetess
Khurshidbanu Natavan, daughter of the last Karabakh
khan.

Beautiful nature, favorable landscape, and rich mineral
waters of Kalbajar will also contribute to the development
of the tourism sector of Karabakh. There are deposits
of mineral waters with a great healing effect, such as
Istisu. Mineral waters of Istisu are distinguished by
their favorable gas and chemical composition, high
temperature, and large natural reserves. In the 80s of
the last century, a large resort functioned at the Istisu
spring. Also, there were sanatoriums that annually
received more than 50 thousand people undergoing

treatment or having a rest. Restoring the work of the
sanatoriums will increase both domestic and foreign
tourist interest in these places and will turn Kalbajar
into one of the wellness destinations of Azerbaijan.
Currently reconstruction works are underway in the
region, including infrastructure development and
restoration of sites of invaluable historical and cultural
heritage for Azerbaijan.

It is also worth noting the construction of three airports
in this region. One of them was already opened by the
Mr. President and was granted an international status,
which means it is fully ready to receive international
flights. Meanwhile, in addition to the Fuzuli International
Airport, two air harbors are currently being built in
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Zangilan and Lachin regions. The rise of the civil aviation
infrastructure in the liberated Azerbaijani lands came as
part of the state-run programs rolled out post-war.
Should also note the development of the tourism
infrastructure in the Karabakh including first of all,
the construction of new hotels. “Khari Bulbul” and
“Garabagh” hotels were already inaugurated after
renovation and ready to welcome guests and tourists.

It is obvious that such a wealth of culture, nature and
history will become a huge resource for the tourism
industry and will attract the interest of foreign and
mostly local tourists, the dream of most of whom for the
last 30 years was to visit this region of our republic.
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Kh.A.: With the start of the pandemic the world
has gone digital. What about application of
technological innovations in the tourism industry.
How hasthe pandemicimpacted tourism businesses
consideration of technology in the country?

I.J.: Certainly, the trend of digitalization in the era of
the pandemic has influenced all areas of our lives and
the tourism industry is not an exception. In a moment of
global collapse and lockdown, we were left find innovative
ways out of this situation. As a result, industry has
discovered the huge potential of digital resources that
we had not previously used, which were not previously
involved in our work.

We conducted lots of webinars, both with our industry
representatives and with our international partners.
Inparticular, itis worth noting the webinars and trainings
conducted by our Tourism Training and Certification
Center on various topics with the involvement of foreign
trainers, by the way, online trainings and webinars
made up the majority compared to the traditional type
of their conduct.

Also, there were held numerous B2B meetings with
involvement of our domestic industry representatives
and our international partners. Such meetings had
a very positive impact on maintaining contacts with
industry representatives during the pandemic, and
also had a positive impact on cooperation between our
organisation and our foreign partners.

We also started to conduct fam trips in an online format,
in order to familiarise our partners with innovations in
tourism, in order to get acquainted with a particular
destination and tourism products.

Kh.A.: Are there any projects for improvement of
infrastructure and services, and attraction of
investors to support development of tourism in
regions?

I.J.: Yes, actually, last year we started such project.

On 1 July 2021 the Regional Innovative Tourism Product
(RITM) programme was launched, to support tourism
startups in the regions, as well as to attract investment
in regional tourism.

It was noted at the presentation that RITM, as a
regional entrepreneurship programme, will work to
stimulate innovative startups by attracting investors
and IT professionals in the field of tourism, developing
the entrepreneurial potential of the local population, as
well as supporting small and medium entrepreneurs in
tourism.

The startup program contributed to improving the quality
of services in our regions, increasing the number and
range of tourism products, as well as the development of
sustainable tourism.

The development of regional tourism is one of the main
factors that will increase employment and create new
tourism-oriented businesses.

Out of more than 270 applications submitted under 8
different clusters from 4 regions within the program,
28 project ideas were selected for the incubation stage
and involved in trainings in Guba, Sheki, Ganja and
Lankaran.

The RITM programme was co-sponsored by the German
Society for International Cooperation (GIZ), the
Azerbaijan Small and Medium Business Development
Agency (SMBDA) and the international audit company
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC).

On February 1, 2022 the winners of the first three places
from the finalists of the Regional Innovative Tourism
Product (RITM) startup program were awarded at an
online event.

Thus, the winner of the 1st place was the project «VOID»
with the idea of electronic music festival in Sheki region,
the winner of the 2nd place was the project «Window»
with the idea of VR tracking of Goygol and other tourist
areas, and the winner of the 3rd place was «Mobile craft
workshop» with the idea of promoting craftsmanship in
mobile form.

Considering the success of the project, implementation of
the second edition of RITM is also planned for this year.

Kh.A.: Do you consider new initiatives to promote
Azerbaijan s tourism potential abroad?

I.J.: We are constantly developing certain innovations to
promote the tourism potential of our country abroad.
In accordance with our strategy, since the end of 2018,
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official tourism representative offices
of Azerbaijan were launched in 6
countries. Representative offices
opened in Germany, UAE, Saudi
Arabia, China, India and Russia
promote Azerbaijan’s tourism
potential in the country and region
where they operate. Should note that
this year it is planned to open of the
official tourism office of Azerbaijan
in Tel Aviv which will further
strengthen relations with Israel and
promote tourism potential of our
country.

We also cooperate with many
online travel platforms and conduct
marketing campaigns with them.
Among such platforms with which
we periodically cooperate, we should
note such as “Aviasales” — famous
Russian travel platform; the world-
famous “Expedia” platform, which
allows you to book tickets, hotels,
tour packages and tours online;
“Wego” platform, which acts as a
meta-search engine; “Travelask.ru”,
one of the largest travel platforms
in Russia; “Skyscanner” platform,
which provides affordable air tickets,
hotels and car rental and others.

To promote the tourism potential of
the Republic of Azerbaijan abroad,
we also participate in numerous
international tourism exhibitions.
To participate in international
exhibitions, we attract industry
representatives, such as hotels and
DMC’s.

Are there any plans for the

development of education
opportunities in the field of tourism
in Azerbaijan?

Certainly , we pay special attention
to the developments and conduction
of various trainings in the field of
tourism. According to this Tourism
Training & Certification Center
was established in summer 2020.
Tourism Training & Certification
Center (TTCC) is a platform for
learning, knowledge and experience
sharing among tourism industry
professionals.

TTCC aims to contribute to closing

the skill gap in the industry of
tourism professionals by providing
them with up to date and relevant
learning experience.
The main goals of our Tourism
Training & Certification Center are to
become an accredited institution and
operate according to international
standards, grow a generation of
hospitality professionals ready to
meet the guest demands of the 21st
century and make learning more
accessible to the tourism industry
in Azerbaijan. To date, there are
36 trainers in our database and
524 participants took part in our
trainings.

Also, I would like to mention
the continuous development of
the Azerbaijan Tourism and
Management University (ATMU),
which is the only specialised tourism
university in the country. Many
industry-related professionals are

contributing to the university as
lecturers to ensure the practical
knowledge is gained by the students.
ATMU is also the first university in
South Caucasus, which has earned
UNWTO “TedQual” certification.

Kh.A.: What about new projects
for promotion of gastronomic
tourism, health tourism and
winter tourism in Azerbaijan?

I.J.: Speaking about gastronomy, we
should note the Slow Food project.
“Community-based Value Chain
Enhancement in the Greater
Caucasus Mountains Area” is an
EU-funded project coordinated by
Slow Food in partnership with the
Azerbaijan Tourism Board.
The projectvalorizeslocal gastronomy
and cultural heritage, aiming to
foster economic regeneration and
the well-being of rural communities
in Azerbaijan, and promotes a
development model that combines
agrobiodiversity maintenance,
economic development, and poverty
reduction as mutually supportive
objectives that can be achieved by the
sound management and productive
use of agrobiodiversity resources.

The pilot project area includes five
districts, part of the Shaki-Zagatala
and Daghlig-Shirvan  economic
regions: Shamakhi, Ismayilli,
Gabala, Sheki and Gakh.

In longer term it will positively
influence the state of natural
resources and social environment,

decrease levels of unemployment and
out-migration as well as strengthen
resilience of the territories.
Regarding the health tourism, I
would like to mention about Naftalan
and the infrastructure developed
there last year. Touristic wayfinding
signs across the city, bike lines and
velobikes rental station, velotaxi,
brand new tourism information
centre and many other projects have
been settled in the major health-
tourism destination of Azerbaijan.
There is also a recent opening of a
ski resort - Agbulag Ski Resort in
the Shahbuz region, in Azerbaijan’s
Autonomous Republic of Nakhchivan.
The overall length of the slopes
is 1,580m while the width varies
between 18 and 30m. There are also
kids’ and entertainment parks, an
artificial lake and a 980m-long cable
car with 59 four-person cabins that
can carry over a thousand people per
hour.

Shahdag and Tufandag are also
developing on a yearly basis, adding

E
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Khadija Ahmadova (11C1) and Ilkin Javadov

new slopes and activities. This year
in particular, 2590 meters long roller-
coaster and swings on the mountain
edge were launched in resorts.

Kh.A.: In you view, what does
the future of tourism industry in
Azerbaijan look like?

I.J.: Our priority areas for further
development are sustainable
development, community-based
tourism and involvement of all
industry players. Successful tourism
development focuses also on customer
experiences. To meet their needs,
desires and expectations, developing
attractive destinations and creating
and/or optimising touristic products
and activities are  essential.
Regarding the creation of attractive
destinations, it is fundamental to
encourage regional governments
to cooperate in developing tourism
plans using coordinated, efficient
and sustainable planning processes.
Also, the fast-changing technological
shifts in the tourism industry from

booking facilities to marketing tools
and the tourist experience need to be
considered in order to play a role in
the highly competitive global tourism
market. Just as information and
travel technology have progressed
very fast in recent years, so have
traveler needs and expectations risen
to new frontiers. Technology trends
in the travel industry are complex:
they involve content aggregation,
new distribution channels and
standards, user engagement and
convenience, intelligent agents,
mobile payment, etc.

All in all, T think there is a huge
potential for successful development
of the tourism infrastructure and the
quality improvement of the provided
services, considering the fascinating
cultural and natural resources in
line with the evolving professionals
working in the industry. Given the
strategic approach and planning,
these factors should lead Azerbaijan
to become an emerging travel
destination in the nearest future.
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Travel in a group of 4 and more and get a
SPECIAL DISCOUNTED OFFER - 1329 USD per person
office@pashatravel.az | +99450 289 0102

Gwen

Burchell:

«| know that | am

a strong person»

Hello, dear reader! I am Adil Alizada
from ADA School, class 10AA2. Our
guest today is Gwendolyn Burchell
MBE (Member of the Order of the
British Empire - a British honour
given to a person by the Queen
for a particular achievement), a
philanthropist, the founder, and
the head of UAFA (United Aid For
Azerbaijan), and «Enjoy Chocolate»,
a chocolate company aimed at raising
funds for children with disabilities,
among other things.

Adil Alizada: Good afternoon,

dear Gwen, thank you for doing
this interview with us.

Gwen Burchell: Good afternoon. You
are welcome.

-

A.A.: My frst question to you is a
tough one. How are you doing?

G.B.: (chuckles) All things considered,
very well, thank you.

A.A.:Letusgettothe next question.
As many may (and should) know,
you are the founder of United Aid
For Azerbaijan. You have done
and keep doing so much for our
country but why Azerbaijan?
What is the reason you chose us
over any other country?

G.B.: These days I actually think
Azerbaijan chose me. I came here
when I was not much older than you
on an adventure. I've been traveling,
T've heard a lot about Azerbaijan, I
thought I'd come to see the country

Adil Alizada, 10AA2

41 BOSS

EMPIRE ST AT}

for myself. And as soon as I got off
the airplane, I knew I was where I
should be — It was just a deep feeling.
I spent a few months here, getting to
know the country, traveling around,
and understanding what I could
contribute. I was young, I did not have
a lot of skills or experience, but I had
energy. Energy and enthusiasm. You
know, back then Azerbaijan was in
a really tricky situation — obviously,
breakup with the Soviet Union, the
subsequent war with Armenia — so
it was a really desperate place back
then. And I like to help, so it went
from there.

A.A.: Yeah, a journey.
G.B.: Absolutely.
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A.A.: Another question that our
readers may ¥nd interesting
is how did it all start? As far
as I have researched, you did
not have a lot of resources and
support at the very beginning of
your journey with UAFA, yet you

never gave up and look at where
you are now! What was your main
motivation?

G.B.: The main motivation is the
fact that we are all connected in life.
We are all here to make the world
a better place, to leave something
behind when we die. That’s a

don't define success

driving force for everybody. For
some people it’s about making a lot
of money and buying expensive stuff
— I mean, everybody has different
motivations. For me, I know that I
am a strong person, and if I can use
that strength to help other people,

DOSSESSIONS.

then I feel comfortable with myself.
Some people say it’s altruism. I don’t
believe in altruism; I think everybody
is inherently selfish. I am being
selfish because it makes me feel good
to be able to use my strength to help
other people. So, it’s pure selfishness,
really. Just being able to go to bed

66 | ADAlilar School Magazine

nterms

each night and think “Yeah, I've
done something today.”

A.A.: That s an interesting point.
And as a follow-up question,
what, in your opinion, is the
secret to success, and what has
led you to such success?

of money or

G.B.: I think with success you
are never a step far away from
failure, but with every failure, you
are learning something, so every
failure is also a success. I dont
define success in terms of money
or possessions. I suppose success is
when you create an objective — and

you achieve it. As the days go by,
your objectives grow, so for us, for
UAFA, when we first started this,
we were walking into a children’s
institution and seeing hundreds of
children with disabilities lying in bed
in terrible conditions and wanting
to change that situation, to make
sure that never happens to a child
again. That takes years to achieve
because why that child ends up in

that situation is a systemic issue, it’s
an attitude issue, it’s a result of so
many different things; there are so
many variables you have to address
and work on. And that’s what we do.
Each little step of success takes us
to the next stage... and we just keep
going.

A.A.: As you may have already
noticed, I did a lot of research
priortotheinterview. I have found
the offcial UAFA Azerbaijan
YouTube channel and watched
a lot of videos there. So, my next
question to you is: How was it like
meeting and talking to the queen
of England?

G.B.: Oh...(smiles) Very nerve-

Being interested
learn

racking, of course, because it’'s “The
Queen’, you know. My biggest regret
is that I didn’t write down what we
talked about afterward. She asked
a lot of questions, actually. That’s
why she is the queen; she’s so well-
prepared, she listens and talks and
is interested. That’s a memory that
would never leave me, never leave
my parents, they were so proud. I
am really glad I had the opportunity.

ng anyth

As well, for Azerbaijan, you've got
to think: I got that award for my
work in Azerbaijan, so when I was
introduced as “Gwen Burchell MBE,
Services for Special Education in
Azerbaijan”, it was kind of cool to
hear the country being mentioned in
Buckingham Palace to the Queen. I
think it was a great experience.

A.A.: My research has also led me
to some interesting facts about
you. For example, as far as I
know, you are a tennis player.
How long have you been playing
it?

G.B.: I have played since my school
days, I wouldn’t call myself a tennis
player on any level, but I love it. It’s

one of those amazing games that’s
just so much fun. But tennis does
terrible things to your knees. That’s
why most tennis players don’t have a
long career. So, I haven’t been able to
play for quite a while now after my
knees got hurt.

A.A.: Oh...

G.B.: Yeah, you’re young now, look
after your knees. (laughs)

S always the first step to
ng.

A.A.: (laughs) I actually get it,
because I used to take tennis
classes.

G.B.: Oh, it’s just the best game in
the world.

A.A.: Yes. So, when I started my
research for this interview, I
felt like not enough people here
know about the amazing things
that you and United Aid For
Azerbaijan have done and keep
doing. Do you believe that more
people should know about your
organization?

G.B.: It’s not a belief, really. If people
are interested, they are going to find
out. Being interested is always the
first step to learning anything. You
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AA.: I have actually seen
the website and it looks very
professional and high quality.

G.B.: Yes, these are high-quality
chocolates, they are not amateur.
You have to come to the shop.

A.A.: Yes, defnitely. And my fnal
question to you. What are your
future plans? How do you see your
companies fve years from now?
What are some goals that you
strive to achieve in the nearest
future?

G.B.: Well, our aim has always been
to stop the situation where children
with disabilities are excluded from
society. Every child is a child first.
Every child has not just rights
but a human desire to be part of
life. It doesn’t matter if you have a
disability or no disability, you still
have this humanity, this desire to
socialize, to be educated, to learn
things. We work very closely with
the state, with the Ministries and
relevant State bodies, bringing our
skills, our expertise to help them
build a new system that moves away
from exclusion to inclusion. Our
main goal over the next five years is
to realize more system development,
attitude change, skills, and expertise
across the country to help these kids
develop to their full potential.

A.A.: Thats actually very
heartwarming.

G.B.: (smiles)

A.A.: So, that s about it for today.
Thank you for tuning in and
thank you for spending your time
and doing this interview with us!

G.B.: Thanks for your interest.
Good questions as well, T enjoyed
answering them. And good luck with
your magazine!
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u dafs “Adalilar” jurnalinin  gonag,

Azarbaycan Simfonik Orkestrinin  bas

dirijoru, Minhen Yeni Filarmoniyasinin

bas dirijoru va Azarbaycan Divlst
Kamera Orkestrinin dirijoru, amakdar artist Fuad
ibrahimovdur. Jurnalin redaksiya iizvleri Fatma
Haciyeva (11A1) va Nazrin Quluzada (10AAB) qonad
salamladilar:

«Xos galmisiniz, Fuad Bay, biz sizi maktabimizda
gormayimiza cox sad oldug. istayirsiniz, vaxt
itirmadan suallarimiza kegid alaq.»

Fuad ibrahimov: Man da sizi salamlayiram, gox
sagolun davatiniza gora. Axir ki, bu goriis bas
tutdu.

Fatma Haciyeva: Sizca, anadan oldugunuz
gaharin bu giin amakdar artist olmagnizda
bayiik bir rolu var mi?

Fuad ibrahimov: Bali, var. Man bu hagda
dafalarla fikirlasmisam, gdrasan, Susada anadan
olmasaydim, man hala da ©6zim olardim, ya

DIRIJOR
FUAD

IBRAHIMOV:

«Pilot olmaqg arzum hala
da icimds cosub-dasir»

yox? dminlikla cavab vera bilaram ki, yox. Man
basga bir insan olardim, musigi sahasinda bu
gadar nailiyyatlarim olmazdi, balks das. Niya
mahz Susadan olan insanlarin madaniyyata bu
daraca baglihgi mohkamdir, hala da cavabini
tapa bilmiram. Bslka, suyundan, havasindan,
yerlasdiyi yiiksaklikdan va ya goylera daha
yaxin olmagindandir, bilmiram, amma miitlaq ki,
inkaredilmaz bir baglilig var.

Nazrin Quluzada: Koln Ali Musiqi maktabinin
hayatinizdaki rolu nadan ibaratdir?

Fuad ibrahimov: Manca, insanin byiimasinda
yalniz maktabin rolu yox, diinyagérisiniin da
rolu gox vacibdir. Kélnda tahsil aldi§im arafads,
atrafda gordiiklarim mani daha gox biliklandirib. 0
da, balks, manim har bir sahaya haddindan artig
maragim olmagindan galir, amma, Gmimiyyatla,
Almaniyanin  diinyagdriisima tasiri cox boyik
olub. Bildiyiniz kimi, Almaniyanin musiqi tarixi gox
zangindir. Ona géra, ora daha yaxin olmagla musigi

Fatma Hajiyeva, 11A1

Nazrin Guluzada, 10AA6

biliyinin artinlmasi paralel olaraq bas tutur.

Fatma Haciyeva: Orkestra rahbarlik gox
c¢atindirmi va bu zaman nalarla qarsilagirsiniz?

Fuad ibrahimov: Haddindsn artiq gox. Bilirsiniz,
orkestrdaki insanlar bilikli va bir coxlari mandan
yasca bdyikdurlar. Dirijor fargli dlkalards, fargli
orkestralarla islayir, bu o demakdir ki, fargli
mentaliletlar va ananalarla izlasir. 0Ona gora
istar-istamaz catinliklar bas verir. Onamli olan
bastakarin bastaladiyi musigini calisasan oldugu
kimi dinlayicilara catdirasan. Bas oldugu kimi neca
olur, bir sual isarasi yaranir. Masalan, Bethoven
na manla, na da mandan daha yasl insanlarla
tinsiyyatda olmayib. Biz bunlari sadaca kitablardan
oxuya bilardik, ya da sohbatlardan esida bilardik
ki, onun yazdigi musigilar zamani nalar bas verib,
hansi hava saraitinda va ya ahval-ruhiyyada yazib.
Bunlarin hamisini dyrandikdan sonra bir fikra
galirsan va bu fikri orkestrla yiiksak saviyyada
hazirlamagq Gctin dil tapmalisan. Bilirsiniz, har bir
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insan fargli shval-ruhiyyads ola bilar va orkestr
80-100 nafar, hatta ondan da ¢ox insanlardan
ibaratdir. Onlarla diizgiin {insiyyat qurmagq
catinliklardan biridir. Umumiyyatla, bela bir fikir
var ki, dirijor 10 daqiqa arzinda ya 6ziini orkestra
inandirr, ya da uduzur. Uduzanda da, ilk névbads,
musiqi boyiik zada alir.

Nazrin Quluzada: Sizi bu yolda an gox
dastaklayan kim olub?

Fuad ibrahimov: Heydsr Bliyev fondu. Manim
hayatimda bu métabar fond olmasaydi, balka da,
man burda olub sizinla séhbat eda bilmazdim va
yaxud s6hbatimiz tam fargli olardi. 8n azindan, bu
nailliyyatlardsn man danisa bilmazdim. Bildiyiniz
kimi, man bir goxlar kimi 1992-ci ilda Susadan
macburi kogkiin oldum. Har seyimizi itirib Bakiya
galdik. 0 vaxt manim xaricda tshsil almagim,
nainki geyri-miimkin idi, hec xayallarimiza bela
gatira bilmirdik. 90-ci illar gox ¢atin zamanlar idi,
0 vaxt bu imkan heg yox idi, amma bu giin xaricda
oxumagq Ugiin gox sarait var. Ona gdra, Mehriban
xanim va Heydar 3liyev fondu hayatimda gox
béyik rol oynadi. Bu giin sevinarak deyiram ki,
yaxs! ki Bakidayam va calisiram biitin biliklarimi
ganc nasil ila bollstim.

Fatma Haciyeva: Bu giina gadar saysiz-hesabsiz
konsertlarda, festivallarda ¢ixis etmisiniz.
Onlarin arasinda sizi an ¢ox hayacanlandiran
hansi oldu?

Fuad Ibrahimov: Manca, bu sualin cavabini artiq
0zlinliz bilirsiniz. dlbatta ki, “Xari Biilbiil" festivall.
Bu festival bas vermasaydi, man bu suala gox
catinlikla cavab verardim. Hagigatan, gox
festivallarda, konsertlarda, Glkalarda olmusam,
balks, azi yarim saat fikirlasib cavab verardim
siza. Amma bela gox sada cavabdir, “Xari Biilbiil"
festivall. Man o gadar hayacanliydim ki, indi
0 hagda danisanda bela sasim titrayir. Fikrat
dmirovun “Azarbaycan Kaprigcosu'nu dafalarla
ifa etmisdim, amma o sahnaya ¢ixmamisdan énca
bels 6ziimi sakitlasdira bilmirdim. Hayacanima
baxmayaraq festival gox méhtasam oldu.

Nazrin Quluzada: dger dirijor olmasaydiniz,
pilot olardinizomi?

Fuad ibrahimov: Bali, 100%. Hatta 2012-ci ilda
disiiniirdiim ki, musigi sahasindan ayrilib,
aviasiyaya {iz tutum. Yani istayim o saha {iclin
haddindan artiq goxdur ki, bu fikir har zaman mani
miisayiat edir. Diizdiir, musigini heg bir zaman
buraxmaram, amma pilot olmaq arzum hala da
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icimda cosub-dagir.

Fatma Haciyeva: Bela bir soz var ki, “Musiqi
ajlayanda sanki biitiin basariyyat va tabiat
da onunla barabar aglayir”. Sizca, hal-hazirda
Azarbaycan musigisi hansi hislari kegirir?

Fuad ibrahimov: (lkemizda & faslin 4-ii, gbzal
kulinariyamiz, daglanmiz, diizenlikerimiz - har sey
var, diizdiir? Bunlarin har biri musigimizda da 6z
aksini tapib. Musigimiz har bir hissi yasadir insana.
Man bunu xaricda da gordim, bilirsiniz, Almaniyada
insanlar daha gox tamkinli olurlar, 6z emosiyalarini
cox aciq ifada etmirlar. Amma bizim musiqi orada
saslanands, hagigatan, tam fargli bir alqis sasi
esidilir sahnadan, konsertdan sonra tam fargli
sozlar deyilir. Bunlarin hamisi onu gdstarir ki, bizim
musigimiz insanlara darin hislar yasadir. Sadaca,
Fikrat Omirovun “Azarbaycan Kaprigcosu“da,
demak olar ki, bizim biitin tariximiz var. Ham
sevinc, ham kadar, ham ddyis, ham da sanlik...
Tasavviir edin, na gadar méhtasam bir hissdir bu.
Nazrin Guluzada: $usada frak geyinib konsert
vermak arzunuz idi va bunu gergaklasdirdiniz.
Hamin anlarda an ¢ox na hiss etdiniz?

Fuad ibrahimov: Bela bir hiss var ki, sanki insan
sevincdan keyiyir. Man bu hissi yasayirdim o anda.

Sanki gdyiin 7-ci gatindaydim acigi desam.

Fatma Haciyeva: Sdziin musigiya har zaman
ehtiyaci var, bas musiginin naya ehtiyaci var?

Fuad ibrahimov: Musiginin ssmimiliya, pesakariida,
biliya ehtiyaci var. Bunlar haddindan artiq vacibdir.
insanin daxili diinyasi musigini ya yaxsi eda bilar,
ya da korlaya bilar. Ona gdra musigi tciin daima
inkisaf etmak lazmdir.

Nazrin Quluzada: Sizin ndvbati planlariniz nadan
ibaratdir?

Fuad ibrahimov: Golacekds zangin musigi
madaniyyatimizi daha yiiksak yerlara qaldira
bilmak. Uziimii ganc nasla tutub demak istayiram
ki, bizim musigimizi 2-ci plana goymasinlar. Klassik
musigimiz, teatrimiz, filmlarimiz - bunlarin hamisi
bizi yiiksak tutan magamlardir. istamazdim ki, bizi
sada musigilar diinyaya tanitsin galacakda. insallah
coxlu konsertlarimiz Qarabagda bas tutsun, diinya
sohratli musiqigilar galib o gdzal gusalari gérsiinlar.
Fatma Haciyeva va Nazrin Quluzada: Cox
sagolun, dayarli vaxtinizi biza ayirdiginiz iigiin.
Umidvang ki, Sizi moktabimizda bir daha
goracayik.

Fuad ibrahimov: Tasakkiir ediram, cox xosdur
manim d¢iin. Man da {mid ediram bu s6hbatimiz
oxucular Gigiin gdzal baslangic olacaq ki, musigimizi
sevsinlar, digqgat yetirsinlar va konsertlara tez-tez
galsinlar. Cox istardim ki, bizds bu madaniyyat
yenidan yaransin. Bunlarin heg bir ziyani ola bilmaz,
an pisi sizi yuxu apara bilar konsert vaxti, hansi ki
hamin vaxt bela musiqi beyniniza islamaya va 6z
aksini tapmaga davam edacak, nainki telefon va ya
digar lazimsiz seylar.
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From the left: Nazrin Guluzada (10AAé), Fuad Ibrahimov, Fatma Hajiyeva (11A1), Samir Javadov
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“ADAlilar” jurnalinin névbati maraqgli miisahibalarindan biri
da Baki Kitab Markazinin direktoru, Azarbaycan Yazigilar
Birliyinin {izvii, yazigi-publisist Glinel xanim Rzayeva ils oldu.
Miisahibanin maqsadini bildikda Giinel xanim tsklifimizi
miisbat qargiladi. Jurnalin bu addimi atmagda amalinin
ganc naslin motivasiya va inkisafi ila baghlig onu xiisusila
sevindirdi. Buna gora ds o 6z ugur hekayasini bizlarla
bélismays raziliq verdi. Diigtiniirik ki, Glinel xanimla olan
bu miisahiba oxucularin, xiisusila da biz ganclarin maragina
sabab olacag. Onunla olan miisahibamizin matnini sizlara
taqdim edirik.

Rifah Zeynalov: Salam, Giinel xamm. ilk dnca, onu qeyd
edim Ki, bizimla 6z ugur hekayanizi paylasmaga raziliq
verdiyiniz iiciin siza ¢ox minnatdarq. Suallanmiz daha
cox sizin taskilatcihgimz ila yenica faaliyyata baslayan
va ganclari miitaliaya cagiran Baki Kitab Markazi, onu
yaradiima ideyasi va maqsadi ila bagh olacaq. Baki
Kitab Markazinin konsepsiyasi adi kitab magazalarindan
farglidir. Burada ganclar rahat sakilda aylasarak
istadiklari kitabi oxuya bilar, kafeda istirahat eda bilar,
kitab hagqinda miizakiralar apara bilarlar. Markazin bu
ciir konsepsiyaya uygun faaliyyat gostarmasini sizmi
taklif etmisiniz?

Giinel Rzayeva: 9dslinda, markazimizda bir gox seylarin
vahdati var. Har sey ideya olaraq bir nafara maxsusdur
desak, yanlig olar. Bilirsiniz ki, markazin yaradiimasinin
ideyas! Heydar dliyev Fonduna maxsusdur, Mehriban xanim
dliyevanin tasabbiisi ila yaradilib. Bu markazin konsepti,
dizayni yerli sirkat va dizaynerlarin istehsalidir. Burada
xaricdan gatirilan cox az asya vardir. Ela markazin ingasindan
baslayaraq har detal galacakda miistarilarin rahathigina
uygun diisiindliib, masalan zonalari ela bdlak ki, hamiya rahat
olsun. Usaglar Ggiin ikinci martabada daha tahliikasiz gusa
yaradilib, har tarafi qapali, balacalar Ggiin yera désakcalar
goyulub. Hamginin ganclar Gclin da ikinci martabada gox
sakit, rahat oxu gusasi vardir ki, sagird va talabalar pancara

dniinda aylasarak kitab oxuya, imtahana hazirlasa bilarlar. ikinci martaba daha
cox elm, tadris va tadbirlarin hayata kegirilmasi {iclin nazarda tutulub.

Birinci martaba isa prezentasiyalarin tagdimi digiin nazarda tutulub. Biitlin kitablar
aciq raflardadir, bu o demakdir ki, siz istadiyiniz kitabi rafdan gétiiriib, rahatligla
ondan yararlana bilarsiniz. Burada ham da kafe faaliyyat gdstarir. Suvenir diikani,
daftarxana gusasi, genis cesidda hadiyyalik kitablar taqdim olunur. Yani demak
istadiyim odur ki, biz gusaler hagqinda diisiinarkan, ilk névbada, insanlarin
rahatlini nazara aldiq va man dziim da bu prosesda istirak edirdim, ona géra da
is asnasinda insanlar miisahida edirdim.

ikinci martabada sakit zonada girma qabiliyyati zaif olan insanlar iigiin xiisusi
avadanligla tachiz olunmus gusa nazarda tutulub. Bu gusa tacrid olunmus gusadir
ki, hamin insanlar rahat sakilda oturaraq oxu faaliyyati ila masgul ola bilsinlar.
Bunlar hamisi avvaldan disiiniilmisdiir.

Giilar Cabrayilova - Man da bu markazda tez-tez oluram va zdvq aliram.
dslinda, markaz hiitiin yas qruplan iigiin alverislidir. Mana isa ela galir ki,
saharin markazinda oldugu iiiin buraya daha cox ganc nasil galir. ikinci
sualim isa budur ki, sizca, bu markaza daha ¢ox ganclar, yoxsa yashlar iiz
tutur?

Giinel Rzayeva - Bali, man ¢cox mamnunam ki, bizim markaza daha gox ganclar
galir. Onlar Gglin markazimiz maraqglidir, rahatdir, imumiyyatls, makani gox
xoslayirlar. Els siz 6ziiniiz da gancsiniz va qeyd etdiniz ki, buraya havasla galirsiniz.
Yagin ki, buranin 6ziinamaxsus aura va atmosferi var ki, har yasda insanlari calb
edir, amma biz gox sevinirik ki, xtisusi ila da markaz ganclari 6ziina calb eda bilib.
Demak olar ki, Bakida ikinci bir bels makan yoxdur. Burada ham kitab satigi var,
ham da insanlar tamamila 6danissiz sakilda kitablarin boylik gismini burada oxuya
bilir. Zaman mahdudiyyati yoxdur, insanlar istadiklari gadar dars hazirlaya bilar,
oxu faaliyyati ila masgul ola bilar, dostlari ila burada gériisiib vaxt kegira bilar. Biz
bu saraiti yaratmigig. Hatta gdranda ki, biri kitab oxumaga deyil da, dost-tanisi ila
vaxt kegirmaya galib biz bundan narahat olmurug. O ki galdi markazda yerlasmayi
masalasing, albatta, markazda yerlasmayi boyiik bir avantajdir, firsatdir. Els bir
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yerdadir ki, hami bu arazini taniyir, biitiin yollar
buradan kecir. Bilmayanlara isa tabii ki, Ginvani
izah edirik. Ela sizin jurnal iiglin da bir daha geyd
etmak istayiram ki, markazimiz Sahil metrosunun
yaxinhginda yerlasir, Malakan baginin yanindadir.
Artig markaz gox insanin sevimli yerina gevrilib.

Rifah Zeynalov - Baki Kitab Markazi har zaman
miixtalif qonaglarla farqli tadbirlar hayata
kegirir. Sorugmaq istayiram ki, an ugurlu va
yaddagalan tadbir hansi olmusdur?

Ginel Rzayeva - Bu suala cavab vermak gox
catindir. Markazda indiya gader mixtalif
sapkilarda 200-dan cox tadbir kegcirilib. Onlardan
birini secmak diizgiin olmaz. Bundan slava, bir
sira layihalarimiz da var. Masalan usaglar igiin
«0xu saati». Bu layihada bir cox taninmis saxslar
da istirak edib, usaglara fargli kitablar oxuyublar.
Hatta pandemiya zamani biz bunu onlayn sakilda
hayata kecirmisik. Bizim ganclar dciin da maragli
layihalarimiz var. Bu layihanin adi «Yiksal»dir. Biz
bir ila yaxin bu layihani hayata kegirdik, sadaca
olaraq pandemiya ila bagli son marhalasi hala
galib. Ganclar clin miihaziralar hazirlayirdig, bu
miihaziralari miixtalif sanat sahiblari aparirdilar
va bizim auditoriya sirf talabalardan ibarat idi. Bu
miihaziralardan sonra isa ganclara tamannasiz
sakilds hamin sahalara aid kitablar paylanilird..
Magsadimiz isa hamin sahaya maragl daha da
artirmag idi. Biz hamin layiha dévriinda 5000-dan
cox kitab paylamis oldug. Bundan alava, bizda tez-
tez «Avtograf saatlar» olur ki, tannmig misalliflar
markaza galarak 6z kitablarini imzalayib oxuculari
ila goriisirlar. Bela tadbir va layihalarimiz oldugca
coxdur.

RifahZeynalov - Gox saj olun. Heg diisiiniirdiiniiz
ki, Baki Kitab Markazinin yaradilmasinda Heydar
dliyev Fondu ila islayacaksiniz?

78 |

Giinel Rzayeva- ilk olarag geyd etmak istayiram
ki, Heydar dliyev Fondu Baki Kitab Markazinin
tasisgisidir. Siibhasiz ki, biz ilk glindsn Heydar
dliyev Fondu ila amakdasliq edirik. istanilan
tadbir va layiha onlarin ya bilavasita istiraki ila,
ya da kémayi ila hayata kegirilir. Bizim qonaglarin
bir coxu ham da Heydsr dliyev Markazinin
gonaglandir. Masalan mashur  «Rammstein»
grupunun solisti Till Lindemann bir ne¢a il bundan
avval kitab yazmisdi va o, kitabin taqdimati {iclin
buraya galmisdi. Heydar dliyev Markazinin sayi
naticasinda Azarbaycana galmisdi. Heydar dliyev
Fondu va Markazi ila birlikda layiha, is birliklarimiz
cox olur.

Giilar Cabrayillova - Pandemiya saraitinda
goharimizin  sosial-madani  hayati iflic
olmusdur. Yaqin ki, bu vaziyyat kitab markazina
da tasirsiz kegmadi. Bu agir saraitda aktiv
galmagi neca bacardiniz?

Giinel Rzayeva - Bildiyiniz kimi, pandemiya
saraiti bir cox sahalara zarba vurdu. Biz da
hamin sart gapanmalar ddvriinds iri fticarat
markazi oldugumuz {clin gapanmaya getmali
oldug. Buna baxmayarag, biz onlayn sakilda ara
vermadan faaliyyat gdstarmisik. Sifarislari gabul
etmisik, invanlara catdirmisig. Umumi statistika
olaraq satis asagi diigse ds, fealiyyat olarag
hamisaki kimi davam etdik. isgilarimiz markaza
isa galirdi, galacak layihalar {izarinda islayirdik.
Boylk hacmda ziyan gakdiyimizi deya bilmaram.
dlbatta ki, buna géra man bizi yaddan ¢ixarmayan
daimi mistarilarimiza tasakkir ediram. Bizim
liclin narahatliq kegirirdilar, diggat gdstarirdiler.
Bunlarin hamisi biza stimul verirdi va biz ruhdan
diigmiirdiik.

Rifah Zeynalov - Yadima galir ki, siz pandemiya
dovrinda Elmira xammla birlikda «Esse
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miisabiqasi» hayata kegcirmisdiniz. Galacak
haqqinda sizin da fikirlarinizi esitmak istardik.
Bas siz diisiiniirsiiniiz ki, hayat koronavirusdan
sonra dayisacak, yoxsa yox?

Giinel Rzayeva - Hayat artiq dayisib. Hayatimizin
har bir sahasina koronavirus tasir edib va cox
taassif ki, biz artiq onu bir fakt kimi gabul edirik
ki, biz avvalki kimi yasamirig. Vizual sakilda
geydiyimiz maskalar, aramizda saxladigimiz
masafs, istiganli xalq olaraq gériisanda qucaglasib
opisirdik, ancaq indi hamimizin bir ehtiyati var.
Sabab ancaq qorxu deyil, artig bu bir vardisdir.
Sosial vardislarimiz dayisir. dlbatta ki, asas
dayisim bizim beyinlarimizdadir. Bilirik ki, hayat
avvalki kimi olmayacag. Ela an bdyiik zarbani
da igtisadiyyata vurdu. Onun da barpasi zaman
alacaq. Esse ila bagl iss onu demak istayiram
ki, vatanparvarlik, virus va s. movzularda esse
miisabigalarimiz olub. Distiniiram ki, usaglarin,
ganclarin intellektual inkisafinda essenin rolu
avazsizdir.

Giilar Cabraylova - Cox saj olun
cavablandirdiiniz iigiin. Bela bir fikir var ki,
Qarabagla bagh hagiqatlari diinyaya atrafl
catdira bilmirik. Sizca, buna sabab va ya manea
nadir?

Giinel Rzayeva - Hal-hazirda man bu fikirla
tam razlasa bilmiram. Glinki biz miharibada
qalib galdik. Bir masal var rus dilinda «(Qaliblari
miihakima etmirlar». Bu vaziyyatda biz galibik va
hagliyig. istenilan halda biz 6z sesimizi diinyaya
catdira bildik. Na gadar bizim aleyhimiza islar
goriilsa da, naticada biz har iki cabhada galib
galdik. 30 il arzinda biz informasiya miiharibasinda
zaif idik. Ermanistan lobbisi oldugca giiclidir.
Bizim isa bu sahada faaliyyatimiz yenidir.
Mihariba diinya azarbaycanllarini birlasdirmis

oldu. Bu tagdiralayiq bir haldir.

Rifah Zeynalov - Baki Kitab Markazindaki
rahbarlik sizin isinizin yalmz bir hissasidir,
siz miixtalif sosial-madani, adabi layihalarda
ham tagabbiiskar, ham da aktiv istirake
rolundasiniz. Yaxin galacakda hansi layihalari
hayata kecirmak istardiniz?

Giinel Rzayeva - Bali, bela giymatlandirdiyiniz
dciin tasakkiir ediram. Saxsi layihalarim oldugca
coxdur. Qarabagla bagl layihslarim vardir,
«Qaraba§ hekayalari» silsilasinin miallifiyam,
bir ¢ox xarici dillara tarciima edib, tagdimatlarini
kegirmisik. Bundan basga da, man televiziyada
calismisam, 3 jurnalin bas redaktoru olmusam,
mixtalif dovlst strukturlarinda  galismigam,
Madaniyyat nazirliyinda Diasporlarla I {izra Dévlat
Komitasinda genis faaliyyatim olub. Els indi da
Baki Kitab Markazi olaraq «Cannatim Qarabag»
adli teatr tamasasi lizarinda islayirik. Bu tamasada
usaglar istirak edacsk. Markazin nazdindas
da «0Oyan» adli usaq teatri var. Ancaq malum
vaziyyata gora hala ki faaliyysti dayandirilib. Ela
hamin usaglar bizim yeni tamasamizda da yer
alacaglar. Masglarin sonuna yaxinlasirig. Karantin
bitan kimi biz o tamasani genis auditoriyamiza
taqdim edacayik.

Rifah Zeynalov - inamiram ki, ugurlu olacag.
Siz qeyd etdiniz ki, fargli jurnallarda bas
redaktor kimi calismisimiz. ADA maktabinin
sagirdlari olaraq biz da qeyri-pesakar olsa da,
ilk addimlanmizi atmaija galising. Bizim darc
etdiyimiz «ADAllar jurnalimi gormiisiiniiz, bu
jurnal siza neca bir taassiirat bagislayir?

Giinel Rzayeva - dvvala, man sizi tabrik ediram.
Cox yaxs! tasssiirat bagisladr. iki nomrasi ila tanis
olmusam. ikinci némrasi birincidan fargli olaragq
daha rangarangdir. Artiq hiss olunur ki, siz xeyli
iralilomisiniz. Bizim maktab ddvriimizds bels
bir fiirsat yox idi ki, bu saviyyada va keyfiyyatda
jurnallar nagr etdirak. Maktabimizin divar gazeti
olardi, rasm qabiliyyatim oldugu Ggin mana
tapgirardilar ki, gazetin tartibatini edim. Bu cox
maragl isdir. Manda har zaman jurnal isina boyik
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maraq olub. Siz bu jurnal iizarinda islayarak dziiniizds hansi sahaya maraq oldugunu da askarlayacagsiniz.
Masalan, ya dizayn etmak, ya miisahiba almag, ya da yazmag. Bels bir jurnalin yiiksak saviyyali tahsil
ocaginda yaranmasi gox gozal haldir. Siza miivaffaqiyyatlar arzu edirsm.

Giilar Cabrayilova - Biz sizin «Agi» adh kitabimizi oxudug, gox maraqhdir bu zaman siz kiminla
islayirdiniz?

Giinel Rzayeva - Hamin o kitaba manim 6 hekayam daxildir. Bu hekayalar iki dilda yazilib. Sonra isa
miixtalif dillara tarcima olunub, o cimladan da ingilis dilina. Hamin kitabda mandan basqa taninmis
saira Leyla Bayimin da poemasi yer alib. Biz burada hammidiallif deyilik, ¢linki ayri-ayri asarlardir. Amma
bu asarlar bir kitabda toplanilib. Biz Leyla xanimla rafigayik, birlikda 2019-cu ilda bu isi hayata kegirdik.
Qarabag mévzusu oldugca aktualdir. Hamin kitabin Cexiyada, ingiltarads, isvecds, israil va Rusiyada
taqdimatini kecirdik. Daha sonra isa mart ayinda pandemiya ila slagadar sarhadlar baglandi, sentyabr
ayinda mihariba baslandi va bu sabablardan kitabin tagdimati dayandirild.

Giilar Cabrayilova - Tasakkiir ediram. Heg diisiinmiisdiiniiz ki, ilk kitabmiz bu qadar diggat calb
edar?

Giinel Rzayeva - Yox, gatiyyan diisiinmamisam. Yazanda da magsadim ancaq 6z fikirlarimi ifada etmak
idi. {lk dnce internetda paylagirdim. Giinki, hamin ddvrda yazigi olmagla bagh fikrim yox idi. Sadace
olaraq 6ziim {i¢lin yazirdim va paylagirdim. Na zaman ki, basgalari maraq gdstarmaya basladi, man da
valideynlarimla, yaxin atrafimla paylasdim, onlarin da diggatini ¢akdi va kitab kimi cap etmak qgararina
galdim.

Rifah Zeynalov - Bayiik bir yazici olacaginizi hiss edirdiniz?

Giinel Rzayeva - Yox, hatta bu giin da man 6zimi bdyiik yazici kimi hiss etmiram. Boyilk yazici
adlandirmaqdan da ¢akiniram. Yazigi Mirza Fatali Axundovdur, Calil Msmmadquluzadadir va s. Nahang
yazigilarimiz onlardir. Man 6z fikirlarini adabi sakilds catdirmag sevan adabiyyatgiyam.

Giilar Cabrayilova - Bir sira festivallarda iizv oldugunuzu bilirik. Bu festivallar Azarbaycanin ganc
yazarlarina Avropanin adabi makaninda 6z sozlarini deya bilmasi iigiin sarait yaradir?

Giinel Rzayeva - Festivallar oldugca dnamlidir.
insanlarin bir araya galmasi, eyni maragda olan
insanlarin {insiyyatds olmasi va galacakda birgs
faaliyyatlarina fiirsat yaratmasidir. Son olaraq
Azarbaycanda kegirilan «Lift» festivall bir ¢ox
adabiyyatgilari bir araya gatirdi. Hamginin man da
festival heyatinin zvlarindan biri idim. Markazda
da festivalin bir ne¢s tadbirini kegirdik. Festival,
miisabiga, konfrans va s. insanlarin {nsiyyat
bayramidir. Tacriibalari bollismak iigiin fiirsatdir.

Rifah Zeynalov - {imid edirik ki, bela tadbirlar
tez-tez hayata kegirilar. Digar bir sualimiz budur
ki, biri ila kitab iizarinda islamak istardinizmi?

Ginel Rzayeva - Catin sualdir. Manim bir nega
dafa bela cshdim olub, ancag alinmayib.
Barabar islayacayiniz insan sizi o gadar yaxsl
tanimali, duymali va anlamalidir ki, siz bir-birinizi
tamamlayasiniz. Mana ela galir ki, hansi magamda
ki, san 6z hissini ya da diisiincani ifada etmakda
catinlik cakirsan, hamin zaman yoldasin araya
girmalidir. 3gar insan hiss edirsa ki, bu yaradicilig
prosesinda 6zil har seyi salis ifada eda bilar bu
zaman ehtiyac galmir. Hala ki man inanmiram ki,
kiminlasa islamak barada fikirlagam.

Giilar Cabrayilova - Aydindir. Ganc yazigilara 3
tovsiyaniz hansilar olardi?

Giinel Rzayeva - Coxlu oxumag, oxumag va oxumag.

Rifah Zeynalova - Har kasin bir ganclik arzusu
olur. Bazan bu arzular gergaklasir, bazan isa
arzu olaraq da qalir. Sizin ganclik arzunuz var
idisa onu gergaklasdira bildinizmi?

Giinel Rzayeva- Qaribadir ki, manim konkret bir
arzum olmayib. Bilirsiniz hayat bir tarafdan qisadir,
digar tarafdan da uzundur. Yani basariyyat ndqteyi-
nazsrindsn baxanda insan omrii gox qisadir.
Amma insanin 6zii Gigiin hayat o gadar fiirsatlar
yaradir ki, diisiinirsan ki, hayat bu fiirsatlardan
istifada etmak (glin yetari gadar uzundur. Mana
hamiga 0ziimi miixtslif sahalards sinamaq
maraqli olub. Tabii ki, mana yaxin sahalari nazarda
tuturam. «Sargsiinaslig» fakiiltasinda «Tiirkoloji»
bélimiinds  oxumusam. Amma  sargsiinas
olmamisam. Musigi maktabinda oxumusam,
ancaq musigici da olmamigam. Rasm g¢akmayi
xoslayiram, rassam olmamigam. Modelyerlikla
maraqlanmigam, ¢linki zévgla geyinmak, dabls
bagl saha xosuma galir, ancaq bazi sabablardan
0 saha {izra da getmamisam. Jurnalistika, yazigilig
sahalari il bagl dislinmirdiim, gismatimda
onlar var imis. Indi da yena adabiyyat sahasidir
ki, Baki Kitab Markazinin direktoruyam. Gox da
mamnunam. Sadaladi§im sahalarin hamisi mana
hayatda kémak edir. Ham musigi, ham yaradici
ruhum, ham sarqgsiinasliq biliyim bunlara daxildir.
Ona gdra da insan intellektual cahatdan na gadar
gox 0Oziinl inkisaf etdirss, o gadsr bshrasini
gbracak. Bir sahaya gapanmag, mancs, diizgiin
deyil.

Giilar Cabrayilova - Har kasin usaqliq gorxulan
olur. Kimsa garanliqdan, kimsa itdan, kimsa
taklikdan. Bas sizin usaqliq qorxunuz na olub?

Giinel Rzayeva - Yox, manim gorxum olmayib.
Yegana yeniyetmalik vaxtinda bagima bir is
galmisdi, yeni-yeni velosiped siirmayi Syranirdim.
Bir giin bagda velosipedla liziiasagi gedirdim, gox
gorxdum ki, 6ziimi itirib velosipedi dayandira
bilmayacam. Qorxdum va 6ziimii yera atdim. Demak
olar ki, coxlu zada aldim va ela hamin hadisadan

sonra velosipeddan gorxmaga basladim. Ciinki
pis xatira ila yaddasimda galdi. Baxmayaraq ki,
idmanla masgul olmagi gox seviram.

Rifah Zeynalov - Qizlariniz sizin yasinizda olsa
idi, onlara na kimi tovsiyalariniz olardi?

Giinel Rzayeva - Bilin ki, bu yaslar an gozal
yaslardandir. Hayat c¢ox maraghidir. Har sey
gabagdadir. Siz 6ziiniiz hayatinizin lokomotivisiniz.
Taleyinizi siz 6ziiniiz hall edirsiniz. Bu taleyi hall
etmak {iclin isa ilk ndvbada, siz diinyagdriistiniizii
inkisaf etdirmalisiniz. Bunun {giin goxlu kitablar
oxumag, keyfiyyatli filmlara baxmag, gozal
musigilar dinlamak lazmdir. Bacardiiniz gadar
sayahat edin, fargli madaniyyatlarla tanis olun
ki, ruhan zanginlasasiniz. Madam ki, siz ds bels
gbzal tahsil ocaginda oxuyursunuz fiirsatlari aldan
vermayin. Hayatinizi gargivalara sigdirmayin.

Giilar Cabrayilova - Siz bu misallan sadaladiniz,
ela man da hamisa istayiram ki, vaxt ayinb
adabi filmlara baxim, ancaq catdira bilmiram.
Sizca, bununla bagh na etmak olar?

Giinel Rzayeva - 9slinds, bir tarafdan bels

grafikinizin olmag yaxsidir, lazimsiz fikirlara
vaxt galmir. Ancaq sizin tatillariniz olur. Miasir
dovrimizda har sey alcatandir. Texnologiya
inkisaf edib. Galisin bu vasitalari dayarlandirin.

Rifah Zeynalov - Yazig1 ailasinda diinyaya goz
acmasaydiniz, ya da yazi¢i olmasaydiniz, hansi
pesani segardiniz?

Giinel Rzayeva - Manca, bunun ails ila baghlig
yoxdur. dgar man yazmag bacarmasaydim va
insanlarin diggatini ¢akmasaydim yazmazdim.
on boyiik tangidgim els manam. dgar manim
atam yazicidir, man da yazim fikri ila yazsam, bu
he¢ kima maragli olmayacaq. Birinci ndvbads,
yazdiglanm mana maragh olmaldir. Mana
maraqlidirsa basqalarina da maragl galacak va
oxunacaq. Yasa doldugca fikirlasiram ki, yazigi
olmasaydim, hakim olmagq istardim. Son bu
diinyada olan vaziyyat mani bu fikra italayir. Bu
vaziyyati arasdirib basa diismak istardim. Masalan,
ela bu son miizakiralar «Peyvand edak, ya yox? «
Arasdirmag istardim. Umumiyyatls, fikirlasiram ki,
hakimlik cox layagatli va gozal pesadir.

Giilar Cabrayilova - Vaxt cox tez kecdi. Sonuncu
sualimiz isa beladir ki, galacakda ADA maktabi
sizin markazinizla birlikda layiha hayata kegira
bilarmi?

Giinel Rzayeva - Bali, olar. Gox istayardim ki, els
ADA maktabi ila da birga islarimiz olsun. Siz bizim
istakli ziyaratgilarimizsiniz. Galin, har zaman
buradan yararlanin va bura ila bagl fikirlariniz
olsa, bizimla paylasin, dastaklayarik.

Rifah Zeynalov - Har sey iigiin gox sag olun.
Sizinla miisahiba ¢cox maragh idi.

Giinel Rzayeva - Manim digiin da gox maragl idi. Bu
yasda ganclarla goxdan insiyyatda olmamigam.
Man 6ziim da jurnalistam, bir cox misahibalarda
istirak etmisam. Bazan els olur ki, pesakar
jurnalistlar galir na danmisacagini bilmir, ancaq
sohbat asnasinda suallar verirlar. Miisahibaya
hazirliginiz va suallar iizarinda isiniz taqdiralayidir.
Tasakkiirlar.
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MAMMADOY:

«The future rests in the hands of
the youth!»

rl his is a place where creativity,
innovations, and traditions
inextricably intertwine and
coexist in harmony. Established in
2006, Independent Art Platform
unites keen art lovers with rich
imagination and boundless creativity.
The main goal of this platform is
to bring Azerbaijani culture, art,
and traditions to the masses. Over
the years, a number of foreign
ambassadors from Latvia, Ukraine,
and other post-soviet countries have
been involved in this project. The
organization is open to newcomers
and is eager to familiarize everyone
with its captivating expositions and
interesting history.

Our journalist Maryam Kalimulina
(11B2) talked to Mr. Dadash
Mammadov, the director of “Arts
Council of Azerbaijan”.

Maryam Kalimulina: How did
the idea of opening such an
establishment come to your
mind? Was it hard to start, and
how much pressure did you feel
at the early stages?

Dadash Mammadov: After returning
from my studies in Germany and
experiencing its atmosphere, I
wanted to recreate something similar
in Azerbaijan because there was
nothing even close to that. Emerging
artists faced many problems due to
the limited number of art galleries
and a lack of connections. So, I had a
choice: either to fly back to Germany
or to build a platform here. Art
Council is an NGO, meaning that
it is more about exchanging ideas
rather than making profits. Since
2006, we have hosted a large number
of events and contributed to many art
fields as workshops. Of course, there
were difficulties, but we managed
to overcome them, and we are still
one of the proactive organizations
in Baku. The Art Council includes
not only painters or photographers
but also dancers, carpenters, and
artisans. We are recognized by
state institutions, cooperate with
diplomatic services and media.
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M.K.: What aims did the gallery
set when it was created? How
many of them are accomplished,
and which aims are still in the
process of realization?

D.M.: The main aim was to solve the
problem of something that does not
exist - the young artists’ issue [?]. It
was pretty tough for emerging artists
to demonstrate their works without
any connections. When you want to
exhibit your artwork, but you are not
being taken seriously due to the lack

of experience or recognition: “Who
are you? We do not know you, and we
are not interested in working with
you”. Most galleries are interested
in seasoned professionals, which is
understandable. So, we have found
talented artists and created a project
named “stART.” Amateurs, emerging
artists - all were brought together by
this initiative. Every year we conduct
about 4-5 events.

M.K.: How does the process
of organizing an exhibition

(planning, search for artists and
their creations, and other stages)
take place?

D.M.: As I am an artist myself, it is
not a problem for me to find other
artists; for musicians and theatre
performers there are different teams
that have mentors. Each of them
is assigned a certain task and is in
charge of different aspects of its
implementation. Exhibitions are
mostly held on the 1st floor of the
Art Council, and now they are more

i 2tata'a N i ™\

Photos by Sona Afandizada,
ADA School, 10AA3



private than they used to be because
of the COVID-19 rerstrictions.

M.K.: What are the purposes of
cultural evenings held by the Art
Council? Can you explain what
they are and what is your target
audience?

D.M.: Regarding the cultural
evenings, I can say that they are
held very frequently. The musicians’
format of the evening depends on its
theme - European music or music
from movies can be performed there.
As for the decorative-applied art -
it is always about different kinds
of ideas. We are trying to support
creativity and artistry in general.

M.K.: Do exhibitions always meet
the expectations? If not, how do
you cope with disappointment?

D.M.: Indeed, by creating new
expositions, we constantly improve
our skills, which is happening only
with a frequency. If we do something
wrong, we always try to learn from
our mistakes. As I recall our 15-year
experience, we have miscalculated
rarely if ever. However, it is hard to
tell if we even have expectations for
our exhibitions.

M.K.: Whose idea was to initiate
the ArtFest Nizami project?
Who were the participants? Was
there any selection process for
the photographers who took
part in the photo exposition? If
so, whom did you select? What
were the main selection criteria?

D.M.: Mister President announced
a “Year of Nizami” and gave the
directive to organize a number
of events, preferably abroad. So,
we launched “ArtFest Nizami”
campaign and initiated a workshop
for photographers. They selected
models - celebrities, poets, and
actresses. This was made in order to
make the fest more public-oriented
and guide the audience’s eye. At
the same time, we also had a video-
shooting for each of the beauties [?].
A Dbig team worked on its creation;
each month there was a new video
for another beauty. Here we are
promoting Nizami’s creation. In
collaboration with the multiplication
studio and Hungarian consulate, we
have shoot animated films screening
based on works of Gancevi. Another
thing regarding the seven beauties
photo exposition. Each of them had to
create a project related to publicizing
Nizami Gancevi’s art in their field.
Each of them had a unique concept.
M.K.: What does this exhibition
mean for you?

D.M.: First of all, I admire Nizami
Gancevi and his masterpieces,
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and so did my father. He was the
greatest poet, and I would like to
raise awareness and enlighten local
population and foreign audience
about him and his creations. Money
was never a primary goal, so we did
not focus on the financial aspects
when organizing the fest. Our goal
was to make something significant
for our country: a great and, what
is more important, a worthwhile
project. For instance, we initiated
another campaign with a concept
named “Su Park” in Qala, where
councils from different countries
were planting trees. That project
was aimed at educating children to
use water more responsibly and not
to waste it. As you know, there was a
problem with the drinking water. We
also printed comics with drawings

and accessible for understanding
language in English, Georgian, and
Azerbaijani and then handed them
out to kids that visited the project.

M.K.: Who has a chance to
exhibit their artworks in your
art platform?

D.M.: The selection process is
based on specific conception and
is conducted by mentors, who are
experienced and knowledgeable
professionals in each field of art. For
instance, there was a photo exhibition
from France, but the photographer
was an Azeri woman, so we
organized it with great relish. There
is also a possibility of showcasing
your artwork on a competitive basis,
during which we also select amazing
artists. The main criteria are charm
and creativity. Another way is when

a more experienced and professional
artists notice and promote someone’s
work.

M.K.: How did the situation for
art change during COVID19?

D.M.: We did not stop working and
kept doing it in the same vein. We
are still conducting events but on a
smaller scale as there is a restriction
on the number of people allowed to
be gathered in one place. As for the
impact that the pandemic has had on
art, there is undoubtedly a significant
difference between looking at a
painting in real life in all its texture
and watching its broadcasted version
through screen.

M.K.: What does the future hold
for art in Azerbaijan?

D.M.: The future of art here is
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promising and 1is embodied in
young musicians, painters, and
photographers. It is also vital to
reconcile creativity and education
because many inventions stem from
on these two sources. “The most
essential and valuable resource is
creativity. Be creative, do not stop
yourselves from creating; share your
ideas. The future rests in the hands
of the youth!”

An independent organization
with more than 15 years of
history, Arts Council of
Azerbaijan is an excellent
example of a sustainable cultural
association. It aims to promote
national items of culture in other
countries and, therefore, helps
establish international cultural
relations.
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Love for Redding

BRINGING TOGETHER BOOK
ENTHUSTASTS OF ADA SCHOOL

shapes a personality by influencing

the thoughts and feelings of people
and revealing to them the aesthetic world in all
its beauty. It enriches us with knowledge about
the intricacies of human relations, cultivates
the civility of a new generation, and affirms
universal human values, among other things.
Inspired by this idea, the ADA School Department
of Foreign Languages, within the framework of
the curriculum for the RFL program, organized an
event, «Love for Reading,» which united students
who are passionate about books.

A special guest of the event was a well-
known blogger and an entrepreneur Ms. Narmina
Hasanli - a podcast host and a founder of a
popular book club in Baku, “Books and Beyond".
Ms. Hasanli spoke about her passion for books and
the creation of podcasts about them.

| tis a common fact that the art of words
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The second guest of the meeting was Ms.
Nigar Maharramova, a co-author of podcasts about
books and a columnist of the Nargis magazine,
who spoke about the history of the creation of the
podcast “Karabakh is my soul.».

Participants of the event discussed their
literary preferences, comparing and emphasizing
the relevance of both Russian classical and
modern literature.

After the discussion, the students proceeded
to the practical part of the event. It included
several interactive activities such as guessing the
quote from the literary work, writing a text for the
internal podcast about favorite games, and other

ADAlilar School Magazine

tasks aimed at enhancing the students’ worldview
and building teamwork skills.

ADA students do not only love reading but
also try to engage with the reading material at a
deeper level, exchange their literary experiences,
find like-minded people, and even reveal their
writing talents.

It was the first literary event after long-term
restrictions associated with the pandemic. Due to
this, only 15 students could participate in person,
while 20 students joined online.

We hope that such interesting events involving
professional writers, publicists, literary scholars,
and philologists will be informative for all students.

By Gunel Huseynova,
ADA School, 10AA2

lonely boy with a very
beautiful name, Bastian
Balthazar Bux, steals a book
from a shop and runs to his
school. His relationships
with classmates are strained because
he prefers to find solace in books rather
than interacting with them. His mother
is dead and his father doesn’t pay any
attention to him. Boys at school bully
him because of his excessive weight
and the ability to tell incredible stories.
Therefore, Bastian decides to go to the
empty attic and immerse himself in a
story about a fantasy country, where
the queen is almost dead and only a
child of Adam and Eve can save her.

At first, Bastian just observes the
development of the plot of the endless
story and then he becomes a part of
it himself and as a result, incredible
adventures await us.

The storyline is very enlightening
and captivating. As a fantasy fan myself,
| can say that the book includes a variety
of well-known fairytales, epic stories,
and myths. One can discover references
to «The Chronicles of Narnia», «The Lord
of Rings», and Scandinavian and Greek
mythology. The author’s affectionate
attitude to books warms the soul and
reminisces of something familiar.
Reading enthusiasts will certainly find it
particularly appealing. | was completely
enchanted by this work. Indulge
yourselves and read this endless story,
it will not leave you indifferent whether
you are a bookworm or just a casual
reader.
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Flnp/rzg Sﬂ/oéowxéi Witcher: the last wish  (1993). Goodreads rating: 4. 12/5.

is a captivating dark fantasy, with no distinct

boundaries of black and white - just the shades

of grayl The world of The Witcher resembles

typical Middle Ages, where many legends and

all sorts of fantastic creatures come to life. This
world is multifaceted and very similar to ours - despite
the occurrence of the extraordinary creatures, there are
political intrigues, the cruelty of rulers, and racial hostility
that are common in the real world too. More importantly,
Sapkowski does not make Geralt, that very witcher, an ideal
knight in shining armor, which | find particularly appealing
as it goes against the hero cliches. Yes, the witcher slays
monsters and saves people. However, as a rule, he is
motivated not by virtue, but by a simple desire to earn his
living. He was created to kill the monsters, and in this he
has no equal. | recommend this book and the rest of the
series to everyone, without exception. Especially if you plan
to watch the eponymous series on Netflix (and yes, the book
is way better).

lllustration by Leyla Latifzada, 10AA4

Hector Malot — « Without a fam@» (1838). Goodreads rating: 4.37/5

French writer Hector Malo (1830-1907) authored about
60 novels for the adult audience, but it was the novel
«Without a Family», addressed to young readers, that
made him famous all over the world. The book captivates
its readers from the first lines. The plot is straightforward,
but the characters and their behaviors, without exception,
make you think deeper about seemingly simple human
relationships. Together with the main characters of the
book, you experience the situations in which the author
of the book places his characters. It is like an emotional
rollercoaster: now a lump in your throat, then tears of
bitterness triggered by the experiences and injustice
in the life of the main characters, followed by the tears
of happiness and immense joy that fill you up when the
characters skillfully overcome the adversities.
The storyline starts with the peasant Barberen finding
a baby on a street in Paris. The boy is dressed in expensive
clothes. Hoping that the child’s parents will appear and
probably reward him generously, the commoner takes the
baby to his family. But years pass, the boy’s parents do
not show up, and Barberen sells the child to a wandering
entertainer.
Traveling with a troop of a singer Vitali and his dogs

lllustration by Leyla Latifzada, 10AA4

becomes a real school of life for a 12-year-old Remi. He has
to go through some painful experiences: deprivation, bitter
lessons of cruelty, indifference, deceptions, intrigues, risky
encounters, and terrible secrets. Vitali teaches the boy
to read and write, play musical instruments, and act. The
animals in the story are on a par with human characters
- the monkey Prankster, the poodle Kapi, and the dogs
Dolce and Zerbino were written by the author with great
affection. Moreover, the conclusion of the story is incredibly
compelling.

In France, the novel has long become a classic. The
book has withstood 12 film adaptations and was awarded
the prize of the French Academy. The reason for this
success is the unique combination of romance and realism
of descriptions, idealization, and subtle psychological
elaboration of characters. You will never forget the
mysterious gray-haired Vitali, the tender mother Barberen,
and the cruel Garofoli.

Today, this story evokes the same warm response as it
did 140 years ago. One of its main messages: even if you are
in need, your soul is free! The book teaches love, kindness,
compassion, nobility, and respect for life. It teaches you to
understand people, be grateful, and not to get desperate.
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ADA SCROOL ART EXRIBITION
DEDICATED TO

“ZOFOR GUNU”

School Art Exhibition is an excellent way for students to
express their thoughts and feelings through drawing. This
exhibition was held on 1st December and dedicated to the
great victory day, where our talented scholars from both
grades 10 and 11 reflected their emotions associated with the
44-days patriotic war.
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Ayset Mammadova, ADA School, 10CBI

Hajar Novruzzada, ADA Schaol, 10BAT

» MOVIE REVIEW
ﬂy Farida Movsumova, 10A A3

What is common among Squid games, Hunger Games, Battle Royale, and the Alice in Borderland? In general, all of them are
either about ordinary people who try to survive in the face of difficulties, or the confrontation between the poor and the rich,
or just the dangerous games that desperate people have to play on their paths to freedom. All these themes have always been
intriguing to teenage and adult audiences alike. Therefore, the unifying theme for this issue s movie reviews is a revolution. Get
comfortable and enjoy our collection of must-watch movies and TV series on this theme.

1. Squid game (2021 -)

This is probably the most talked-about TV series of the
outgoing year. The sensational South Korean TV series has
gained millions of fans around the world, it is discussed on
social networks and dissected in the media, and white slip-
on and green suits, like those of its heroes, are on-demand in
retail stores. The phenomenon of the popularity of the series
about death games seems to have itself become a mystery
that must be solved to survive. The series immediately went
viral; TikTok users began to build theories about the secret
meanings in the plot and play «Sugar honeycomb» and «Red
light Greenlight.» In brief, the Squid Game tells the story of
people who, due to financial difficulties and a heap of debts,
agreed to risk their own lives to win the main prize: 45.6 hillion
won (approximately 65 million manats). In the process, they
face many obstacles, make friends and enemies, and most
importantly, try to survive. If that was not enough to persuade
you to check this series, the scores on Rotten Tomatoes and
IMDb would certainly do: 94% and 7.5-9.3 respectively.

Illustration by Nazanin Mammadova, I0AAT

2. The Hunger Games (2012)

Having been released almost ten years ago, The Hunger
Games managed to gain worldwide popularity. The main
difference between The Hunger Games and the Squid Games
is that in the former, people are sent to deadly competitions by
force, and not by their will. The state of Panem, formed on the
North American continent after a series of natural disasters, is
divided into twelve districts and the capital, the Capitol. There
were once thirteen districts, but after a big uprising, brutally
suppressed by the authorities, District 13 was destroyed. In
punishment for the mutiny, the Capitol instituted the annual
Hunger Games, which are televised nationwide. Each district
is obliged to send a boy and a girl to the Games. 24 tribune
participants kill each other in the Arena. The only surviving
winner, the Capitol provides a well-fed and comfortable life.
The lot to participate in the 74th games falls to young Katniss
Everdeen, and Pete Mellark, who is secretly in love with her,
and now, to survive, they will have to kill each other. The
movie critics gave the following scores to the first part: 84 %
(Rotten tomatoes) and 7.3 (IMDb). There are three more parts
Y to watch if you haven't yet.

aw.

Illustration by Nazanin Mammadova, I0AAT
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3. Battle Royale (2000)

This time the plot of the movie takes us to Japan gripped
by the economic crisis. Due to this, the country turned into
a totalitarian state. The juvenile insurrection is on the rise,
so to combat it, the authorities come up with the so-called
“educational” project titled «Battle Royale»: schoolchildren
are taken to a desert island, put on metal collars around their
necks, and given three days to kill each other. In the end, there
should be only one winner (sort of the last man standing),
who will be released. If the rule is violated, collars of all the
survivors will explode. By the way, this movie tops Quentin
Tarantino’s list of the 20 best films that have been shot since
1992. As for the opinions of critics, Rotten Tomatoes gave the
movie 88%, while the IMDb — 7.6.

BORDERLAND

Illustration by Nazanin Mammadova, I0AAT

5. The Last Transition (the 1970s)

Last but not least. Fifty years ago, the history movie «The
Last Transition» was released, which was considered a
notable achievement of national cinematography due to
its embodiment of our spiritual values. Even though half
a century has passed since its first release, the movie is
still watched with great interest by a local audience. The
prototypes of the script characters are real heroes of the
beginning of the last century. The author draws attention to
the problems that arose in the first decade of Soviet power
during the construction of the collective farms, the class
struggle, as well as the contradictions during the period of
renewal of economic and socio-political relations. Although it
has little in common with the previously mentioned movies,
it is a celebration of the human spirit and its resistance in the
face of the adversary.
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4. Alice in Borderland (2020 -)

Yet another Japanese series, this time released by Netflix.
The fans of Japanese manga will certainly find these series
particularly appealing. The main character of this mystery
thriller, Rehei Arisu, still does not know what he wants
to devote himself to. He spends most of his time playing
computer games, due to which he constantly quarrels with
his father. During one of the fights, Arisu leaves home, meets
with friends, and together they cause an accident. The guys
try to hide from the police, and when they finally return to the
city, Tokyo seems absolutely different from the one they left.
Main characters are forced to play a game, the type and the
complexity of which are determined by a card from the deck.
After surviving the first game, the participants receive “visas”,
which are extended the longer they compete. Once the visa
expires, the players are executed with red laser beams. The
title is actually a pun for Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
and Arisu is close to the name Alice. There has been quite
a discrepancy in the scores on Rotten Tomatoes, where the
critics gave the movie 71%, while the audience- 91%. The
IMDb awarded a score of 7.6 to this thriller.

Tllustration by Nazanin Mammadova, I0AAT
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ADA Royals is the official soccer team representing ADA School at
different tournaments and sport events. The team was established in
2021, and after the elections between the players, the fully prepared team
captained by Elbay Aydin Jamili was created. The main goal for that time
was to join the Sunday Schools League (SSL Tournament) to represent
our school there. After registering the team, ADA Royals have begun the
intensive trainings for increasing the team spirit and thinking of a team
tactics.

We met with some players and talked about their views on the team.

ROYALS

Elbayaydin Jamili, 11C2
(Captain of the team ADA
ROYALS)

How do you prepare for your
games?

E.J.: We start the preparations to
the following games right after
our previous matches. We discuss
our mistakes, so we don't repeat
them in the future. During the
week, we analyze our opponent’s
tactics and come up with our
own strategies. In a group chat,
we discuss everyone's roles and
responsibilities. Lastly, before the
kickoff, we have a small team talk
to revise our plans and get into the
winning mindset.

Can you name three specific
aspects that you need to improve
in your game?

E.J.: Firstly, | believe we should improve
our team chemistry. It has been good
for the first half of the season, but there
is still room for improvement. Then, we
should try to get more shots off as our
attacking performance has been below
our expectations. Finally, | think we can
improve our game tactically. We can
prepare more diverse set of tactics for
different situations.

What is the biggest secret of your
team'’s success?

E.J.: | believe the biggest secret of our
success is team spirit. We are always
connected and ready to help each other
when things get tough. This has been
proven in two matches this season where
we completed a comeback, one of them
being from 3-0 down.

Rinat Nasirov, 11C4

How do you rate your chances of becoming champions of the Sunday
School League?

R.N.: Basically, we have a strong team, and our coach Mr. Saleh doesn't want
us to become upset. But things can happen. Unfortunately, we faced a loss
in our last game, but we fought till the last minute of the game. | hope that
in the upcoming matches we will be in the best fit and smash it again. Let's
go Royals!

Could you name the 3 strongest teams that you think are favorites of
this tournament?

R.N.: Honestly, all teams are quite strong, and it is difficult to name only three
of them. In my opinion, TISA, EAS, and OXBRIDGE are really good teams, they
know each other really well, and we've had very intense games against them.
Late victory goal of Murad Asgarli vs 0XBRIDGE was sensational for all of us.

What are the main challenges encountered by your team?
R.N.: | can recall few challenges such as public reaction to our team. Honestly

speaking, some people were against our team for participating in SSL, but
now they are supporting us. We managed to turn haters into our fans.

Tair Mammadov, 11C1
What are your goals for this season?

T.M.: The goal of our team is, of course, to take
one of the top places among other schools. We
know that this will be challenging, and we need to
work hard for this purpose. However, we believe
that with good preparation and high team spirit
we can do it.

What is the competitive advantage of your
team?

T.M.: We are united and help each other in
everything. The main thing is mutual support
and understanding. Yes, there may be
misunderstandings sometimes, but we always try
to understand each other and move towards the
main goal.

What's the best piece of advice you've ever
been given?

T.M.: We get motivational advice from our family,
friends, and school. They encourage us when we
lose or win. The main thing is that we know they
are always with us. One of the tips: “Do your best,
and you'll see the rest.”
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ADA

COMMUNITY

ontheroadto

ave you ever wondered how ADA University

has become the prosperous academic

institution it is now? When we look at our

cutting-edge campuses, we might wonder

what challenging paths it took to turn it into
a world-class educational institution. We call it «a planet
within a planet» because, from the moment we enter
ADA School premises, we feel as if we are on another
planet. This makes it hard for us to leave the campus
when classes are over. No one would have thought that
this once neglected and overgrown woodland would be
transformed into an educational institution such as
ADA University. That refined woodland now adorns
our state-of-the-art campuses and makes them even
more appealing. Nevertheless, behind this beauty and
success are the hard work, sacrifice, and persistence of
its founders and the ADA community altogether.

Speech of NATO Secretary General in old ADA office

The Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy was established
by the decree of President IlTham Aliyev dated March 6,
2006. The founding rector of the academy is Ambassador

Azarhaycan Diplomatik Akademiyasi

First dual degree program with MSM partners

By Esmira Sadigzada, 11D

Hafiz Pashayev, former Deputy Foreign Minister of
Azerbaijan and Ambassador of Azerbaijan to the United
States. Under his thorough supervision, the institution
has been constantly developing for the past 15 years and
has made a name for itself in the world. It was at this
time that the Academy began to take its first steps on
the path to success. In fact, it was initially created to
train new generations of diplomats. Therefore, it was
originally established under the Ministry of Foreign

Visit of Rector Pashayev to Saudi Arabia

Affairs under the name of the Azerbaijan Diplomatic
Academy. However, from the very beginning, the
ultimate goal was to turn this educational institution
into a full-fledged university.

The first master’s program in International Affairs
and Diplomacy was launched in 2009 allowing young
people to become professionals in this field. Since

F i\l

Signing of agreement with MSM

2011, undergraduate programs have been introduced
as well, which in turn accelerated the transition of the
Diplomatic academy into the university model. And since
2014, ADA has been operating as a university, offering
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several study programs in the areas of international
affairs, public administration, business, economic,
informational technologies, law, media, and others. As
the number of students has been constantly growing, the
University is taking the next steps to success driven by
innovation and development. Later that year, second-
degree programs were introduced jointly with recognized
foreign universities allowing students to experience a
learning environment of a foreign institution.

 GREETINGS
1 v~ 1%, from the Managing team of ADA @

School Student Council

2021-22 g

MD.JE
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The university has a favorable atmosphere reflecting
both multiculturalism and our national values. Most
foreign students think that when they enter the ADA
University campuses, they happen to be in a completely
different country; as if the values of the Azerbaijani
people have not lost their essence. Due to this, they feel
at home here, not at all like strangers. ADA University i i
Eecomes a second home to everyone who studies or works First ADA office space inside MFA building

ere.

Dear students,

As the President of the ADA School Student Council of 2021-2022 and a
member of the ADAlilar Magazine Editorial Board, | would like to extend to you
my heartfelt greetings.

It is a great honor for me to fill these positions in our big ADA community as |

The educational success of ADA University has led believe that each student should make their fair share of contribution to our

to the opening of the ADA School for 10 and 11 graders
in 2019. ADA School graduates are now thriving ADA
University students. The school ensures a smooth
transition to the university environment and gives
students a chance to be more successful in the future.

Over the past 15 years, more than 15 innovations
have been successfully introduced at ADA University. As
the university grew, the number of academic partners
increased to 98 local and foreign institutions. ADA
University, which currently conducts exchange programs
with 85 universities around the world, has been committed
to constant improvement and progress. Among a few
recent examples is a plan to create a technopark and
innovation center at the Italian-Azerbaijani University
and ADA University in the near future. As a result of all
these efforts, new majors are opened at the university.
Needless to say that the world’s leading universities
want to foster academic relationships and implement
joint projects with the university. Just 15 years ago no
one could have imagined that an educational institution
like ADA University would be established today, and
would make such a significant contribution to our
country’s prosperity.

Over the years, the ADA University, which brings
together more than 2,500 students from 46 countries
on 4 continents and graduates in 120 countries, has
trained high-level professionals in the training of young
diplomats in our country, as well as in other fields. The
name of our university, which has played a significant

beloved second home - our ADA family.

This is a special year because after almost two years of pandemic-related
restrictions, people can finally gather together and participate in various
activities in real life. Indeed, most of the school events are now held on
campus, which | am sure, students find particularly appealing.

On the following pages, you will see some of the events conducted by the ADA
Students Council (StuCo). However, this is just a beginning. We have one more
semester ahead and we can assure our ADA Family that we will do our best to
offer you the most informative and entertaining events.

Stay tuned to hear and read more from us!

Rifah Zeynalov
President of ADA StuCo

Please accept my heartfelt greetings on behalf of the whole ADA School
Community!

As you may know, | am Nurel Ismayilova, Vice President of the 2020-2021 ADA
School Student Council. It is an honor for me to be able to represent our
school in a number of events and campaigns.

We all have one subtle goal - to make the school experience outstanding
for every member of our school. | strongly believe that me and my fellow
colleagues will be able to accomplish this goal.

We can achieve this objective if we strive together!

Nurel Ismayilova
Vice President of ADA StuCo

role in spreading the truth about Azerbaijan in the
international arena, will always be recognized, and our
students will represent our country with honor in every
corner of the world.

Construction of ADA Library

As an ADA School family, we would like to express Dear all,

sincere gratitude to our dear Rector, Ambassador !

Hafiz Pashayev, who played an invaluable role in the | am Riad Alizada - a Vice-President of Student Council.

Being a part of ADA Family is indeed a very honorable feeling, being a Vice-
President of ADA StuCo is even more gratifying.

Due to the pandemic in our country, we are currently having virtual classes
mixed with face-to-face sessions on campus. Even in this environment,
we are doing our best to serve you and effectively realize all our ideas and
projects. For this year we have new updates such as Talent Federation, new
roles in Student Council, and other important changes. They will guide you in
many different projects. We promise to make you remember this year as one
of the mast productive and fulfilling years ever.

Stay tuned!

establishment of our school and has always worked f

hard for the prosperity of the ADA community. We also
congratulate the university administration, faculty,
students, and alumni on the anniversary of ADA
University. We wish them success in all their future
endeavors.

We believe that ADA University and School will
continue to be a success in the years to come!

Special for the 15th anniversary of ADA University.

Riad Alizada
Vice President of ADA StuCo

New campus of ADA University
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ADA STU CO

STUDENT

<~  ACTIVITIES

Last year was life-changing for all Azerbaijanis because
we had the Second Karabakh War. As a result, we returned
our beloved Karabakh, but we lost many heroes. On the
occasion of the Victory Day on November 8th, StuCo
honored the memory of our fallen heroes by visiting the
Martyrs’ Alley of Honor.

12th of December is the Honor Day of the National Leader
of Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev. On this day, Student Council
visited the memorial of Heydar Aliyev, the person who
made a lot of for Azerbaijan!
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On the occasion of a Memorial Day of National Leader
Heydar Aliyev, StuCo initiated an essay competition. We
would like to thank all participants and congratulate the
winners of the competition!

11-17 December

AWARDS:
Certificates for first
3 places

« Essay needs to be
submitted through
the application
form provided to
you via email e
e

the foundation of politics hegins with Heydar Aliyev but does not end!
- writes one of the winners of essay competition

On December 10th, ADA StuCo initiated an ADA School |
Spirit Day for our students and teachers. The goal of the '
day was to wear clothes with the colors of the ADA Logo:
red, white and blue. We made great memories and photos
from that day.

ADA SCHOOL

Unleash your school spirit

Wear only:

Friday,December 10th
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The Winter Charity Fair was
more than just an event.
There was a special aura
that everyone could feel and
enjoy the atmosphere of
the upcoming New Year. To
this end, the ADA Student
‘ Council, in collaboration
with the ADA University
Undergraduate  Student
Government, organized
the Winter Charity Fair
in which students were
selling hand-made
decorations and home-

cooked treats.
All collected money
was donated to the
families of Martyrs!

UNE PRRASE SURVEY

Our 10AA1 student Inji Achak conducted a survey
among ADA school students. She asked to continue
a phrase starting with

Here is some best phrases:

Inji Achak (10AA1)

ADAlilar School Magazine
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HISTORY

Informal learning 1s a way of exploration for ADA School students.
ADA School students paid a visit to the National Museum of the History of Azerbayan

- Y |

—ROUC

to learn more about our past.

10 | ADAlilar School Magazine

ADA School students re-explore beautiful Baku.

The 11th grade students of ADA School paid a visit to museums in the frame of the project about
the role of o1l boom and o1l magnates in the history of Azerbaijan. The well-known historian
Fuad Akhundov provided a deep insight into the life of famous Baku magnates while visiting the
Museum of the History of Azerbaijan, where Azerbayjani philanthropist Haji Zeynalabdin Tagiyev
lived. Additionally, students visited Ashurbekov s mansion, Mukhtarovs Palace, the house
wherein oil baron Shamsi Assadullayev lived.

e
&
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STREAM
OF

THOUGHTS

Dostlugun iki uzii

«Insan - géyda Ay kimidir, gériinmaysn terafi var..»

Boaxtiyar Vahabzada

iya hamyasidlari kimi usagligdan bltlin arzularina catmagq istayirdi. Gor

o vaxtdan nega il kegib... DUz 10 il bundan avval 6z ik nailiyystini alde

etmis, 240 ndémrali maktaba daxil olmusdu. Dogrudur, ilk illerde o gadar

yaxsl oxumasa da, 6zUna xeyli dost gazanmigdi. Balke ds, bu onun an
boyUk nailiyyati idi. O, 3-cU sinifde oxuyarkan fanlarle maraglanmag) 6ztina hadaf
segcir. O, 3-cu sinifden 6zUna sbz verir ki, fanlerle daha yaxindan maraglanacag.
Sorugsaniz ki, axi niya giymsatlerini yaxsilagdirmag deyil, mahz fanler ilo
maraglanmag) garsisina magsad qoymusdu?! Bunun sababi ¢ox sadadir: Ziya
he¢ vaxt maraglanmadigl fanni oxumag sevmazdi. Belks da, o, sinif yoldaslar
arasinda “Dars qurdu” adini buna gére gazanmisdi. Ziyanin bu secimi cox ugurlu
oldu, ¢linki hamin ilden nainki yaxsi oxumaga bagladi, hem da ilk dafe “elagl” adini
da gazandi. O bu stimulu sinifdan sinfe qorumaga calisir, 7 il arzinde “elagl” adin
saxlayaraq rekord gdstaricilerine gbre adini maktabin tarixi sshifelerine hakk etdirir.
Siniflarin birinds, sehv etmiremsa, 5-ci sinifde Ziya kitablar ilo maraglanmaga
basladi. Kitablari dostlari ile muzakire etmak onun Ugun an gézal hisslardan biri idi.
Bazon kitabin mazmunu Uzerinde mUbahiseleri yaransa da, axirda hami bir-biri il
razilasirdi. Ziya kitabi 6zU alanda ve ya kimsa terafinden ona hadiyys edilends usag

ikram Hasanli (10AAT)

kimi sevinerdi. Hatta bazen nenasi onu
kitablara pul verib evionlarla “doldurdugu”
UgUn danlayardi. Belslikla, Ziya daha bir
ad gazandi: “Kitab qurdu”. Gunlerin bir
glinl maktab redaksiyasina daxil olmaq
UgUn sagirdler arasinda mUsabige kegirilir
va Ziya 6zUnU sinamag UgUn redaksiyaya
yazi¢l kimi muracist edir. Yazdigl yazilar
redaksiyaya gonderir, naticads, onlar
maktab jurnalinin  sahifelerinde  gap
olunur. Ziya Ugun bu boyUk xosbaxtlik idi.
DusUtna bilersiniz ki, mashurlasdigr tgun.
Sarglizastlerini yaziya alir, redaksiyaya
gonderir ve naticede onlar maktab
jurnalinin - sehifalerinde c¢ap olunurdu .
Amma xeyr, sevincinin sababi yeni dostlar
gazanmasi idi. O har zaman inanirdi ki,
dostlari onu dar gtinds goymazlar...

Belslikls, hamin hadisslerden
muayyan vaxt 6tur va 9-cu sinif sagirdi
Ziya valideynleri ilo maslehatlisdikdan
sonra maktabini dayismaye qarar verir.
Dogrudur, bu addimi atmag ona ¢ox
¢atin galirdi, cUnki xeyli dostunu itiracakdi.
Sonra aglina galdi ki, axi maktabi dayisse
da, dostlari onu unutmayacaglar. Ziya
xabar tutdu ki, Eldeniz adli sinif yoldasl da
hamin maktaba gabul olmagq istayirdi. O,
Eldeniz ile her zaman isti munasibstda
olmusdur. Halbuki bazan aralarinda
mubahiseler olurdu.  Amma hamin
mubahiseler onlarin  dostluguna tesir
eds bilmazdi. Buna gbra de Ziya Ugln
yeni maktabds Eldeniz ile oxumagq ikigat
sevincli bir xebar oldu.

Yeni maktaba daxil olmaq Ugln onlar
9-cu sinif buraxilis imtahanindan ve
“Doupolingos” adliingilis diliimtahanindan
ugurlu natice alde etmali idiler. Ziya
darslerini eyni temple oxumaga davam
edirdi. Bazi sinif yoldaslari iloe danisarkan
kiminse “Bos vaxtim yoxdur” demasi
onu hamise dustnmaye vadar edirdi.
Axi derslerini etdikden sonra onun ham
kitab oxumaga, ham de aylancays vaxti
galrdi. Dostlarindan biri “Bos vaxtim
yoxdur” ifadasini isletdiyi zaman Ziyanin
UzUndaki teacclbl gbren dostlart ondan
sorusdular: “Axi neca olur ki, sanin bu
gader iglari yerina yetirmaya vaxtin galir?!”
Ziyanin cavabi isa gox sads idi: “Her bir isi
zamaninda gérmak lazmdir. Atalarimiz
abas yera demayibler ki, alden galan alli
il galar”.Maraqlisi budur ki, dostlari hamin
glindan etibaren har isi zamaninda yerina
yetirmaya basladilar ve onlarin da Ziya
kimi xeyli bos vaxti galirdi. Belslikle, vaxt
otlr, zamani yetisenda Ziya ve dostlari
9-cu sinif imtahanlarini ugurla verirler.
Bu hale yolun yarisi idi, glinki onlari hale
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ingilis dili saviyyasini yoxlayan imtahan gozlayirdi. Hemin
imtahani onlar 15 glin erzinde vera bilardiler. Naticaler ise son
tarixden sonra malum olacaqdi. Ziya cox dustinmadan hamin
imtahani ik gtn verdi. Halbuki Eldeniz imtahani son tarixe
yaxin gtnlerin birinde vermayi planlasdirirdi. imtahan gtin
galib catir, Eldeniz Ziyadan cavablan géndarmayi xahis edir.
Amma Ziya bu taklifi redd edir, clinki onun dtstincalerine géra
Eldenizin garsisina goydugu magsadi reallasdirmagq yolunda
atdigI bu addim yanlis idi. Bu harekatiile o nainki atrafindakilari,
hamginin 6zUnU da aldatmis olur. Bu hadiseys gére Eldaniz
va Ziyanin muUnasibatleri avvalki kimi olmur, ¢lnki Ziyanin
naticesi Eldanizden daha yUksek idi. imtahanin naticaleri
malum olandan sonra oglanlarin valideynleri yeni maktaba
sorgu gondarirlar.

GUnlerin bir glint, Ziyanin elektron tnvanina yeni maktub
galdi. O, maktubun avvalini oxuyanda 6z sevinc hissini gizlada
bilmadi. Valideynlari sorusdular, axi na olub?! Ziya xaber verdi
ki, yeni maktaba gabul olub! Amma teasUf ki, hale hansi sinife
dusduyt tam malum deyildi. Homin glin o 6zUnl gox xosbaxt
hiss edirdi. Yalan olmasin, an azi yarim saat Eldaniz ile danisib
bu xebari mUzakire etdiler. Hemin hissi yalniz yasayanlar
bilerler...

Gunlar kecir, maktab baslayrr. ilk ders gtinti onlar maktabs
birga galirler. Amma bir yerds ayrilmal olurlar. Onlar fargli
siniflera gabul olmusdular, ¢linki “Doupolingos” imtahanindan
Ziyanin naticesi daha guclu idi. Onlar &zlerine yeni dostlar
gazanirdilar. Ziyada oldugu kimi Eldenizin da xeyli yeni
dostu olur. Hetta bazan ele olurdu ki, tenafflisde Eldaniz
Ziyani imtahanda ona komek etmadiyi vo daha zsif sinfo
dusduyUl Ugun salamlamirdi. Fegat Ziya har zaman onunla
salamlasirdi. Bazan Ziya sinif yoldaslarindan ayrilib bGtin
tonafflst dostunu axtarmga serf edirdi. Tapmayanda sinfo
mayus halda gayidird....

GUnlerin birinds Ziya maktaeba galerken gorlr ki, giris
kartini evda unudub. MUhafizagiye da bilmir nece izah etsin ki,
maktabin sagirdidir. Uzaqda Eldanizi gbrir. Onunla salamlasib
izah etmak istayir ki, onun bu maktebds oxudugunu
tasdiglesin. Faget dostu ona fikir vermayib yoluna davam
edir. Ziya Eldenizin bu cur herakat etdiyini gbrib birinci
toacUblanir, sonra kadarlanir. MUhafizaci bu hadisani gortb
Ziyani ona sdyladiyi sinfa aparir. Ziyanin fikri hale de dostunun,
daha dogrusu dostu hesab etdiyi Eldenizin harekatinds idi.
MUhafizagi sinfe Ziya ile daxil olur, sagirdlarden onun bu sinifde
oxuyub-oxumadigini sorusur. Sinifde hami bildirir ki, bali, Ziya
onlarin sinif yoldasidir. MUhafizagi cavab alandan sonra derhal
Ziya ile sinif otagini terk edir ve sorusur: “Yaxsi, dostun sena
garsl niya o harekati etdi?! Narahat olma, edilan harakati man
maktab rehbaerliyine bildirecem ve lazimi isler gorulacak”.
Ziyanin fikri heamin an Eldenizin etdiyi harekatdas idi. Bu stkut
az ¢akmir ki, Ziya bahana uydurur: “Narahat olmayin, sadaca
kecan hafte Eldeniz il dalasmisam. Manim glnahimdir”.
MUhafizagi bu sézleri esidendan sonra Ziya ile sagollasib 6z
yerina geri donur. Ziya dahlizds fikirli halda hemin harekati hale
de analiz etmakds idi... Bir nega saniye sonra Eldeniz dersa
az galmis yaxindaki sinif otagindan c¢ixib gértr ki, Ziya mayus
halda dshlizde oturub. ilk névbads fikir vermass da, vicdan
imkan vermir. Deyir: “Ziya, bayaq bas veran hadisani unut,
by Uk bir sehv etmisem ve gabul edirem ki, kogUrtmak ancaq
va ancaq mana ziyan vurardi. Axi niya saen bu vaxt dshlizda
oturmusan? Dearsin baslanmasina bir dagigeden az vaxt
galib!” Bu zaman Eldeniz heg vaxt unutmayacag) bir cavabi
esidir: “Eldeniz, man bu glin artiq hayatimin an bdyuk darsini
almisam...”

ikram Hasanli, 10AA1

TWO SIDES OF A FRIENDSHIP

Ikram Hasanli (10AAT)

ever since he was a child. Many years have passed

since then. Exactly ten years ago, he had his first
achievement when he was admitted to School Number
240. Although he didn’t study very well in the first years,
he befriended many students there. Perhaps, this was his
biggest accomplishment. In the third grade, he set a goal
to become more engaged in school subjects. If you ask
why he aimed at becoming more involved in his studies
instead of trying to get better grades, there was a very
simple reason: Ziya never liked to study a subject he wasn’t
fond of. Perhaps, that’s why he earned the nickname of
a nerd among his classmates. Ziya’s determination led
him to the academic success and eventually earned him
the title of an “Exemplary Student” for the first time. He
tried to maintain this stimulus for years and his name
got written in the history of the school as he had a record
of being the “Exemplary Student” seven years in a row.

In the fifth grade, if my memory serves me well,
Ziya became fond of books. Discussing books with his
friends was one of the most enjoyable activities for him.

I ike his peers, Ziya wanted to realize his dreams
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«Humans are like the Moon in the sky -
each has a side that can’t be seen...»

Bakhtiyar Vahabzadeh

Even though they sometimes argued over the content of
the book, in the end, everyone would reach a consensus.
When Ziya bought a book himself or someone gave
it to him as a gift, he would rejoice like a child. His
grandmother sometimes scolded him for spending money
on and cluttering up their house with books. Thus, Ziya
earned another nickname: “Bookworm”.

One day, the school held a contest among students
for the School Editorial Board. So Ziya decided to apply
as a writer to test his skills. He wrote a story about
his adventures, sent it to the Editorial Board, and got
published in the school journal. Ziya was over the moon.
One may think that it was because he became popular.
However, the main reason for his happiness was making
new friends. He always believed that his friends would
never leave him in hardship.

Thus, a certain amount of time passed after those
events, and the 9th-grade student Ziya decided to change
his school after consulting with his parents. Indeed, it
seemed hard for him to make such a decision, as he
would lose many of his friends. Then a thought came
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to his mind that even if he switched schools, his friends
would still contact him. Ziya learned that one of his
classmates named Eldaniz also wanted to be accepted to
the same school as he was. He had always been in a close
relationship with Eldaniz, even though sometimes they
argued a lot. But those arguments couldn’t impact their
friendship. Therefore, a possibility of studying together
with Eldaniz in a new school was even more exciting
news for Ziya.

To be able to enter the new school, they needed to
get good results from the graduation exam of 9th grade
and an exam called “Doupolingos” which tests students’
level of English language. Ziya continued his studies
with the same persistence as before. Sometimes, it made
him think a lot when his friends said, “I don’t have any
free time”. After all, he had time for both reading and
entertainment after finishing his homework. When his
friends saw the shock on his face, they asked, “But how
do you have so much time to finish all of your work?!”.
Ziya’s answer was very simple: “You must do everything
on time. Our ancestors haven’t said it for no reason
that the postponed work remains for 50 years”. It’s
interesting that after that day, Ziya’s friends started
doing everything on time like him and had plenty of
free time left. Thus, sometime later Ziya and his friends
pass the graduation exam successfully. However, this
was only half of the road because the English language
exam was still awaiting them. It was possible to take
that exam within fifteen days. The results were going to
be released only after the final date. Without thinking
much, Ziya took the exam on the first day, although
Eldaniz was planning to take the exam on one of the later
dates. As the exam day approached, Eldaniz asked Ziya
to send him the answers to the exam. But Ziya rejected
the request, as he thought that the way that Eldaniz was
taking to accomplish his goal was wrong and unethical.
He would not only fool the people around him, but
also himself by cheating. Because of that incident, the
relations between the two were damaged. The situation
got even worse after it became known that Ziya got a
higher score than Eldaniz on the exam. After the release
of the exam results, both boys’ parents sent applications
to the new school.

One day, Ziya received a new e-mail. He couldn’t
hide his joy when he read the first lines of the e-mail. His
parents asked him what had happened, and Ziya told
them that he got accepted to the new school! However,
it was not yet known which group he was accepted in.
He felt so happy that day. He discussed the news with
Eldaniz for at least half an hour on the phone. Only the
ones who experienced it would know the feeling.

Days passed by, and the academic year started. They
went to school together on the first day. However, they
had to get separated later that day. It turned out that
they ended up in different groups as Ziya’s “Doupolingos”
score was higher. Nevertheless, they both made new
friends. Just like Ziya, Eldaniz also befriended many
students. There were times when Eldaniz wouldn’t even
greet Ziya at recess because he got accepted into a lower-
level group, whereas Ziya would always say “hi” to him.
Sometimes Ziya was leaving his classmates to spend his
time looking for his friend during recess. And when he
could not find him, he would go back to class looking sad.

Once, when Ziya was coming to school, he noticed
that he had left his student’s ID card at home. He didn’t
know how to explain to the security guard, that he was
a student there. He saw Eldaniz from afar. Ziya greeted
him and wanted to ask him to verify that he was a
student in this school too. However, his friend didn’t pay
attention to him and continued walking. Ziya, seeing
Eldaniz behave this way, got surprised at first, but then
got very sad. The security guard saw that and took Ziya
to the class he claimed that he was studying in. Ziya was
still thinking about his friend’s, or more correctly, the
person whom he considered a friend, Eldaniz’s behavior.
The security guard entered the class with Ziya and
asked the students whether Ziya studied in this class or
not. Everyone in the class let him know that indeed, Ziya
was their classmate. After receiving their answers, the
security guard immediately left the classroom with Ziya
and asked him: “Alright, why did your friend do that to
you?! Don’t worry, I will let the school administration
know about what happened and the necessary actions
will be taken”. Ziya was thinking about what Eldaniz
had done at that time. The silence lasted long until Ziya
came up with an excuse: “It’s fine, it’s just that I argued
with Eldaniz last week. It’'s my fault”. After hearing this,
the security guard said goodbye to Ziya and went back to
his place. Ziya was still analyzing Eldaniz’s behavior in
the hall. A few seconds later, Eldaniz exited a classroom
nearby and saw that Ziya was sitting in the hall looking
sad. Even though Eldaniz had ignored him before, he
felt bad later. He approached Ziya and said: “Ziya, forget
about what happened earlier, and I acknowledge that
cheating would only harm me. Why are you sitting in
the hall? There’s less than a minute for your lessons to
start!” Eldaniz received an answer that he would never
forget: “Eldaniz, today I have learned the biggest lesson
of my life...»

Ikram Hasanli, 10AA1
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THE FUTLRE OF EDLICATION THROUGH THE EYES OF AN

ENGLISH RESEARGHER %

Interview with Oliver Myers, Policy Advisor and Researcher

ne of the important and controversial topics of
O modern society is education. Education has many

branches and can be different around the world.
However, as one of the countries with the highest level
of education, we chose England and conducted a study
for one of the educational researchers, Oliver Myers.
Mr. Oliver is a policy adviser and researcher in the
field of education. His main job is as a researcher at the
Times Education Commission. Our students collected
questions about the future of education, and we asked
Mr. Oliver these questions. Below you can find Mr.
Oliver’s impressive answers.

Rifah Zeynalov: As I researched you worked in
different jobs, such as writer, editor , researcher
and etc. And we have the question to you, why did
you choose educational side of life? Is it work of
your dream?

Oliver Myers: Education is something I've cared about
for along time. I remember when I was a student a friend
of mine showed me a Royal Society of Arts lecture by (the
now-late) Sir Ken Robinson about how our education
system had been designed in the nineteenth century and
the world had changed. As you rightly say, I've worked in
a few different jobs now, and I did not know when I was
a teenager this is where I would be in my late-20s, but
working with Anthony Seldon and Rachel Sylvester, and
all the commissioners, is a real dream; there’s nowhere
I’d rather be.

R.Z.: You said that you have worked as a researcher
in the Book the Impossible Office by Anthony
Seldon, so did you like the period of research? And
what do you think would you like to write books
like this in future?

O.M.: Yes, it was hugely enjoyable. I specialized in
Medieval History when I studied at university so it was
a great opportunity to really get my teeth into a period of
history I had less formal training in. The book engages
a lot with changes in time across political history, which
is something I am incredibly interested in. I would like
to write a book one day - probably on a different subject,
Anthony has done an exceptional job on this subject.

R.Z.: University of Leeds, the university that you
graduated, is one of the outstanding universities
of England, but we would like to ask you, what is
the specific thing in this university, that you liked
and chose exactly this university?

0O.M.: Leeds is a fantastic university - I was there for four
years overall and had such a great experience. I chose
Leeds because it has a fantastic History department
(especially Medieval) so I knew I would gain a good
education, but I also fell in love with the city. There’s
so much going on, and as much as the academic side
of things matters, I wanted to go somewhere where I
could have a good balance and be involved with arts and
culture alongside my degree.

R.Z.: So, you had a great magister education and
you have a great experience in sphere of education,
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but we would like to ask you some questions not
about past, about future, as one of the popular
novelist of England, John Galsworthy said, If you
do not think about the future, you cannot have
one . So what do you think in general about the
future of education?

O.M.: That’s a great quote, and completely right, you have
to think about the future. The future of education is so
important - one of the most important parts of education
is preparing for the future. I don’t have a crystal ball,
so it’s impossible to make specific predictions, but the
world is changing at a rapid pace, the implications of
AT and tech will drastically change the job market and
workforce, and alongside that we have to think about
the environment. One of the changes in education, that’s
already started to happen in some places, certainly
accelerated due to the pandemic, is looking at education
less as something defined by just a building or an
academic institution, and as something more holistic in
the community, and less as something that ends for most
people at a certain age.

R.Z.: What do you think, how will the values of
education change in the future? Will education be
loved by everyone or not?

O.M.: I certainly hope so! If societies try more to instill
values around mental health and wellbeing, and the
role of schools and education in communities, they give
people a good reason to love them. And as the economy
changes, more people, certainly more adults, will have
to learn to love education, (as many already do). I was
talking to Anthony recently and he made the point that
after leaving school, you should still keep learning and
developing across your lifetime. So if you want to still be
learning from the world, your colleagues, your friends, as
you grow, then you have to embrace education.

R.Z.: As we can see and hear from everywhere
in future robots will replace most of jobs and
professions. But what about education, schools,
and universities. Could robots replace all teachers?

O.M.: It’s a funny idea, but I think teachers are the
things you cannot replace with technology. There
are some amazing innovations going on around the
world with digitized learning techniques, and new and
versatile ways of engaging content and material, but
great teachers are still necessary to innovate these and
deliver them. Great teachers inspire kids, I don’t think
you can ever replace that.

R.Z.: Even if robots will not replace teachers,
what is your opinion about future industry and
technologies of education, will we have another
educational program?

0O.M.: AsItouched on there are some amazing innovations
going on around the world of education, and even before
the pandemic, just basic advancements like digitizing
libraries and archives, makes content and learning so
much more accessible for people within countries and
around the globe. You could look at digitizing superstar
lecturers in a similar way also (just look at how popular

TED Talks are). I would usually argue
that making things more accessible
to more people is a good thing, and
technology is the best way to do
that for learning resources. I think
there will be innovations we cannot
even imagine with AI too - some
people think with the way learning
is structured and timetabled or
scheduled for individuals, or perhaps
with new kinds of assessment, but it’s
early days.

R.Z.: So of course, we can discuss
all points of future of education,
but I would like to emphasize
the education during period of
Covid-19. Which feeling do you
have about this and how did
pandemic period affect education?

O.M.: It’s been a really difficult year for
everyone, but especially so for young
people. Whichever stage of education
you find yourself in, whether you’re
7 years old and isolated from your
friends or not able to access books,
or if you're nineteen and can’t make
the most of university, it’'s been so
challenging across the board. I think
so many people, teachers also but
especially the young students, have
found incredible resilience and as
societies we've found solutions and
workarounds to get through it. It’s
good that children are back at school
now though, for their mental health
and social development as much as
their grades. Fingers crossed we keep
moving on a positive trajectory.

R.Z.: Also I would like to mention
that for example, students
from Azerbaijan, who entered
universities abroad during the
pandemic, while remaining in
their state received an online
education. Do you like this way of
education? What are the negative
sides of this way?

O.M.: T think there are benefits to
online learning that some institutions
had in some ways before the pandemic
even, so more places being able to catch
up there could be good. Lectures and
resources being available remotely
allows people across the globe to
have a better range of materials to
draw from, and as I mentioned, the
digitization for library resources and
archives has been ongoing for some
time now. And it’s not just remote
learning that helps international
students, but it’s essential if we’re to
make education accessible for people
with specific learning requirements
and needs, or disabilities, so I really
hope some of the strides that have
been made there are retained. Of
course there’s negative side effects
for students being isolated in the
pandemic, but hopefully we can retain

the advantages of digitized learning alongside returning to classrooms
and seminar rooms soon.

R.Z.: But what about the period after Covid-19. What do you think
will we continue to study online or we will return totally to our
usually day at school without mask?

O.M.: T can’t speak for mask-wearing, that’s really down to the science
around the virus. I hope the vaccines work and the limitations and
restrictions imposed on our lives, especially our social lives, come away.
As for returning totally - I actually hope things don’t go back to exactly
the way they were. The pandemic has shown a lot of the problems in the
systems we had in place before, where these infrastructures couldn’t cope
with the shock, or stagnancy, it caused, and it showed up most in the
areas where we have the most inequality or deprivation, especially in
education. So I actually hope we take a moment to think, and yes we all
need to heal and see our friends and hug our families, but this is also the
best chance we will have in a generation to look at things that weren’t
working before the pandemic and make changes - not only in case there’s
another pandemic one day, but to make our society work better for the
people, especially young people, it hasn’t been working so well for.

R.Z.: Finally, what would you like to wish ADA Family students in
the field of education?

O.M.: T would wish them the very best of luck with their futures and
fantastic success in what they do. I would also wish that, wherever
possible, you take the time to enjoy your education. Learning can be really
fun - not just academically, it’s how we develop and grow as people, build
relationships, get better jobs, find our passion projects, and much besides
- it’s worth pausing now and again to enjoy the journey.
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DON’T WAIT BUT
WORK FOR IT

was a busy Monday. | had just dropped off kids at school and was
now on my way to work. Like any other typical Monday, there was a
traffic jam. But this time it was extremely intense. The traffic was
so long and bothersome that | had to stop the car and start it again
when the road was going to be cleared. | was annoyed by it but there wasn't
any other option, so | just did it. | looked around to see what other people
were doing while waiting for the traffic to normalize. Everybody was staring
at their phones, texting someone, or just scrolling on social media. It wasn't
something that | appreciated and wanted to do myself as well. So | decided
just to observe people outside, most of the time it was quite entertaining.

The weather was rainy and chilly. Regardless of that, some peaple were
going to their destination points in public transport and some were even
walking. | could see that people walking were affected by the cold, as they
were literally shaking. On the other hand, people inside the public transport
were uncomfortable being pressed to each other. It was a very disturbing
scene to observe. While looking at these people and how they were struggling,
for a moment | realized how lucky | was to have my car. Inside me, there was
the feeling of pride, luckiness, and at the same time sadness about those
who couldn't afford it. Just the moment these thoughts were crossing my
mind, a jewelry store on the corner of the street which was right beside my
car caught my attention. From my observation, | could notice that Mondays
weren't busy in the jewelry store. Or maybe it was just like other days, there
were fewer customers and a quiet atmosphere inside. There was gold and
silver jewelry placed inside the display window of the store. Not the silver, but
the gold jewelry really caught my attention.

As | was staring at the display window of the store, | saw a small kid
approaching the window and staring at the jewelry inside. He didn't have
shoes on, and his clothes weren't really in a good condition - they were all
ripped and dirty. He just had this small piece of bread in his hand. It was
visible that there wasn't anything he could rely on, no parents or any other
guardian. It was only him and the bread in his small hands that was keeping
him sustained. He took a bite from his bread and continued to stare at the
gold jewelry inside as if he was trying to figure out what it was. He was really
small and slim, and | assume he was approximately 5 or 6 years old. From his
appearance, his eyes stood out so distinctively. They were as blue as the hazy
sky on a snowy day. He was such a small, cute kid. | believe if it wasn't for the
clothes and the poor conditions that he lived under, he would be considered
a child of some royalty.

After thoroughly analyzing the gold jewelry, he put his small and dirty
hands on the window as if he was trying to touch the gold and murmured
the words: «So pretty». His face looked very familiar to me. | was trying to
figure out where | had seen that face before. While | was staring at the scene
that was taking place in front of me, suddenly, my body caught this warm,
murky feeling where my heart was aching. | just went into deep thoughts.This
scenario was somewhat familiar to me as if | had experienced something
similar. | was trying to remember every important event of my life and trying
to search for the connection between this kid staring at the gold and my life.
While | was looking at the small kid and his desire for gold, | saw my childhood
which was probably 20 years ago from today. This scenario was mine before,
as | was reminded of my childhood memories. The purest and dreamy years
of my life. | got very emotional all of a sudden, and | could sense my eyes
getting all teary. With these teary eyes, my vision was now blurry. Aimost
everything that happened in my childhood now started to cross through my
mind like a movie. The more | remembered my experience with the gold and
my excessive fantasy dreams as a child, the more | got emotional. It was the
feeling of realization that got me carried away. | was either 6 or 7 at that
time when | and my family were living in a village very far away from the city
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surrounded by a great landscape of mountains. It was a picturesque place to
live, we had always felt lucky about it. But | also hate to admit that regardless
of its mesmerizing nature and organic sources, the village life wasn't as
authentic to me as it was perceived by the local people. All of the natural and
organic sources weren't enough for us to spend a life without struggles. To
obtain these sources, villagers had to work very hard.

Apart from men and women in families, small children were being
shouldered and given the responsibility to work in the farm fields and herd
sheep in the mountains which was a very dangerous job. There were so many
wild animals that we as children came across while herding sheep. But we
never gave up on our job because even if we wanted it wasn't an option for
us. For village children like us, the most important goal of our life was to take
care of our families. Even though this responsibility was too heavy for our
small shoulders, we just kept quiet and dreamed of a better life deep inside.
| remember how | and my friends would come together and dream together
about a luxurious life in the city. Mostly we would dream of a huge house with
many services such as warm water and a TV. | had never watched TV in the
village till | was 6 or 7. There were some kids from the neighboring villages
who had watched it when they visited their relatives in the city. These kids
would always come and talk about how the city was so nice and enchanting. |
and my friends would always get jealous of them and beg our parents to take
us to the city. But it never happened because even if we went to the city, we
didn't have any relatives or even enough money to find a place to stay.

There were so many things | admired about city life and services, so even
on my birthday, | dreamed of a better life in the city. Always dreaming and
searching for a savior or opportunity that would change my life completely,
that's how | was. Little did | know at that time, instead of dreaming | had to
do something about my future. Apart from working and helping our family,
we also went to school. There was a small school with 4 classrooms inside. It
was so small that | even remember some of us sitting on the floor instead of
chairs. We could study in this school only till 5th grade, and then afterward we
had to go to the nearest town and continue studying there till 8th grade and at
the very end, we would go to the city to finish the rest of the school. Of course,
all of this was a long journey for our academic life. This was the disadvantage
of living in the village, for the academic life you had to change a lot of schools
and places. It is also worth noting that not every parent was allowing their
child to take this journey. And it was because when the children had to leave
the village and go to the nearest town and then to the city to study, the parents
were worried about how they were going to provide the conditions for them.
The children needed a place to stay, and money to live. And all of these were
a huge problem for the parents, they could hardly support the family overall,
how were they going to support the child who was studying? Of course, they
wanted to do this because it was very important, it was about their child's
future. On the other hand, considering their poor financial situation, some
were forced to take away this chance from their children.

My parents were unsure about what to do. They couldn't completely say no
to this great chance, but at the same time, they were thinking about money
and how they could provide me with it. My father told me that he would provide
me with money but in less amounts. So this meant that this money was going
to be enough for a living somehow but | had to work hard myself too, to make
my life better. Most of my friend's parents weren't even able to provide this
condition. Except for my best friend Eric's parents who were able to provide
him with some conditions. At the beginning of the 5th grade, our lessons
weren't really good. We were both struggling. We were so hopeless about
studying and achieving something meaningful in life so that's why we just
didn't take lessons seriously. Deep inside, we were still hoping and dreaming
about the savior that would come and change our lives. Eric was so much

like me, we were like one mind in two persons.
Our opinions, personalities, and even dreams were
similar. Like me, Eric was also waiting for the
savior that would completely change his life. We
would always discuss together the luxury services
of the city and how we would use them when fate
would bring them to us. Right at that moment, that
«savior» had almost found us.

Supposedly it was the same year as the
beginning of the 5th grade when a rumor that
there was gold underground in the forest area of
the village was spread around. Everybady in the
village was so excited and happy to hear that.
Especially me and Eric, we assumed that this
gold was going to change our lives, make all of
our dreams real and put an end to our struggles.
Without even considering whether it was true or
not, the all village people including me and Eric
went to that rumored area to search for the gold.
We all had digging tools in our hands. When we
arrived at the place that allegedly had gold under
it, everybody was in a rush to find the gold. | and
Eric as kids living in a village started to dream big
about our future life. Even without finding the gold,
we had dreamed and planned so much further
about our lives, instead of thinking about what we
would really do if the gold wasn't found. We relied
too much on fate and thought that it would save
us. Unfortunately, the gold wasn't found despite all
the dreams and wishes that we had.

This event had so much impact on my life,
it helped me realize how dreams with no effort
were just a waste of time. | noticed that | had been
wasting my time waiting for some savior to change
my future for me. It was only me who could do it
and all this time | had been waiting for nothing,
literally nothing. | asked myself the question

that | was supposed to ask long before. But |
had just woken up from dreams and noticed the
seriousness of life. | had been dreaming of a better
life with luxury services and great conditions, but
wait for a second: What was | doing to achieve it?
The answer was nothing. | was doing nothing but
just creating a bunch of useless fantasies in my
head. | wanted something but didn't fight for it, |
thought about the result- which was having a great
future but didn't consider the process- how it was
going to be achieved? And what did | have to do?

After this important lesson that | was taught,
| began to take my academic life more seriously.
| wasn't being hopeless and negative anymare. It
was a brand new start for me- | became a person
who studied hard, created a target and goal to
achieve, and strived to change my life for me. Fate
wasn't responsible for changing my life, nobody
would come out of the blue and change things for
me, that was what | realized after that gold event.
My future was in my hands. Instead of trying to
rescue my poor life by finding gold and dreaming
about the future, | seriously had to work for it and
earn my own gold in the future. My best friend Eric
on the other hand was still on his own dreaming
and waiting for a great opportunity to be served
to him. Even though | tried to explain to him many
times that such a thing wasn't going to happen
and he had to put his life together on his own,
he didn't take it seriously. So while | was working
and studying hard to create change, he was busy
playing and treating his life as a joke.

Later on, | left the village and went to the
nearest town to study. | was all alone by myself in
the town, and even though it felt painful and lonely
I had to endure it for a sake of a better future. Eric,
on the other hand, stopped studying and didn't

even try to benefit from the conditions that his
parents were trying to provide for him. So he just
stayed in the village in his usual life- working in
the field and helping his family. In the city, | was
far away from my parents, and it didn't feel like
home. Whenever a problem would occur in school,
when | came back home there was no one that |
could talk to, or get advice from. After finishing
school in the town, | moved to the city. The place
that | have been dreaming of all along.

The city was so huge, mesmerizing, and
yet scary and confusing for a small village kid like
me. It felt like the moment | would make a mistake,
the city would devour me with its darkness. Even
though | admired the city with all it had to offer,
| couldnt benefit from it. My living conditions
in the city werent horrible but they weren't
what | dreamed of either. | lived in a one-room
apartment, and there was no bed in the room. As
a student, | had many part-time jobs after school
to support myself financially. Every day | would
work extremely hard, return home very tired and
pan out on the floor which was my bed. Also, let
me add that, | was bullied by my classmates for
talking with an accent, and they always saw me as
a peasant. City children were too hard to figure out
and socialize with. They weren't any similar to my
friends in the village. | felt very lonely in the city
even though | wasn't alone, | was surrounded by
many people. But the thing was that none of these
people felt genuine, sympathetic, and welcoming.
It always felt like | didn't belong there beside them.
All of these things happening to me in the city
were very stressful and overwhelming. Sometimes
| felt so pressured by this large city and thought of
going back to the village. But when | thought about
it carefully, | knew that it would be a huge mistake.
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What was | going to do if | returned to my old life? Was | going to live my life
purposelessly, waiting for my fate to pity me? The right choice was to stay in
the city and fight against the difficulties to chase my dreams.

The things around me that created difficulties weren't stronger than
my hard-working mentality- that's what | said to myself for motivation. After
successfully completing my education in the city, | was able to apply to a
prestigious medical university and become a doctor. And when it comes to
the gold... Hopefully, | was able to earn decent money as a doctor and could
buy the gold that | searched for underground years ago. | was very proud of
myself for never giving up and setting up a goal for myself.

Anyways back to today, looking at this small kid staring at the gold
reminded me of my life. | wondered how Eric was doing? | hadn't contacted
him for years since | left the village. The kid was still there staring at the
display window. | was worried since he wasn't dressed appropriately for the
cold weather. But then | saw something that | couldn't believe. A man whose
clothes were ripped and with an appearance that looked messy approached
the small kid. He looked like a beggar. | was waiting for him to turn his back
so that | could see his face and when he did, | was shocked... It was Eric...
and he told the small kid: «Son, we have to go.» | felt so sorry for Eric and his
small child who were living in such impoverished conditions. But then | was
reminded by the fact that Eric had done this to himself. Instead of benefiting
from what life has offered to him, he chose to rely on his fate and it didn't
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change his life, and even made it worse...

Suddenly, | heard the cars behind me beeping, | turned my face around
and noticed that the traffic had already cleared up. | started the car and
continued my way. On the road, | thought about how | made the right decision
in the past and changed my life. | had done something that my future self
didn't regret. And it was the opposite for my best friend Eric. | was thinking
about how much he was regretting his childhood mistake. If only he could
turn back time, would happiness be with him now? For a moment, | realized
how much | have really grown not only physically but morally.

The gold that | wanted to become my savior was now just a gift bought
by me. And to think of it, gold has actually changed my life... Not in the way
| wanted but in the way it had to be. It taught me that dreams are of course
significant but too many dreams with no effort made for them to be achieved
is just a waste of time. We have to be careful that while we dream, we show
effort to make them real and actualize the fantasies behind it, that's when
the dreams will no longer be dreams but achievements of a hard-working
mentality. And dreams that are followed by effort and hard work are always
healthy and inspirational because they give us an outcome, a chance for
improvement, and self-determination. On the other hand, with fantasy dreams
that have no effort behind them, we will just end up like Eric... Don't forget
that good things come to those who work for it, not to those who wait for it...

Aydan Aghamaliyeva, 11A1

“| felt empty, so | ate. Then | felt guilty, so | got rid of it.”,
“When | start eating, | can’t stop it.”, “l feel guilty after every
time leat”, “l go to gym twice a day to burn every single thing
| eat”, “People always lie to me by saying | am thin, but | know
that’s not true”. These are the basic phrases of people with
eating disorders, which affect millions of people all around the
world and usually begin during the adolescence. Self-image,
food, and body weight start becoming the source of anxiety
for people, and their continuous thinking about these create
many difficulties in their lives.

Food is a source of sustenance, pleasure, and comfort.
Nothing can be more pleasing than a delicious dinner after a
hardworking day, right? However, not everyone has that kind
of relationship with food. Some people have a more damaging
association with it. Eating disorders are serious mental
health issues, which indicate an unhealthy relationship of an
individual with food. These disorders can be caused by genes
or by psychological and emotional factors (another mental
illness, negative body image, trauma, stress, perfectionism,
impulsivity, etc.).

You may think now, | am just a teenager, why should | care
about some eating disorders? Let me explain you. Teenage
years are most vulnerable years for mental health issues.
Challenges of student life, which put pressure and cause
stress to underlying mental health issues, create “perfect”
conditions for these disorders. Eating disorders develop when
students try to control stressful conditions by food restriction,
over-exercise, and unhealthy focus on body weight. Eating
disorders in students are serious, and can be life-threatening
in some cases. The National Eating Disorders Association
(NEDA) estimates that between 10 and 20% of women and
410 10% of menin college suffer from an eating disorder, and
these rates increase day by day. It also indicates that four
of ten students have either experienced an eating disorder
themselves or know someone who has. (Eating disorders in
college The Emily Program, 2021.)

Eating disorders are usually secretive and it's pretty hard
to recognize if a person has an eating disorder. Survey done
by Self Magazine in partnership with the University of North
Carolina states that three out of four of women experience
unhealthy associations, feelings or behaviors related to
food or their bodies. “What we found most surprising was
the unexpectedly high number of women who engage in
unhealthy purging activities,” said a nutrition professor. “More
than 31 percent of women reported that in an attempt to
lose weight they had induced vomiting or had taken diet pills.
Among these women, more than half engaged in purging
activities at least a few times a week and many did so every
day”. As we can observe, eating habits that they thought
were normal (banishing carbohydrates, skipping meals,
extreme dieting, purging activities) can actually be counted as
symptoms of disordered eating. (University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, 2008. Three out of four American women have
disordered eating, survey suggests. ScienceDaily)

EATING DISORDERS
MORE THAN JUST FOOD

Eating disorder isn't only about eating. Many people with
eating disorders experience what they call “a voice”. They say
that voice makes them feel 'not good enough’, pushing them
to restrict (limit eating), binge (eat excessively) or purge (get
rid of food). For instance, if they go to the gym for an hour
this voice will tell them that they should have been working
out more. Or if they eat a slice of cake, it will tell them that
shouldn’t have eaten it. (Eating disorders (young people).
Eating disorders and thought patterns, 2018.)

Eating disorders have the highest mortality rate of
any mental illness, with nearly 1 person dying every hour,
anorexia is the 3rd most common chronic illness among
adolescents after asthma and obesity (Eating disorder facts
& eating disorder statistics. Eating Recovery Center, 2020),
global eating disorder statistics increased from 3.4% to
7.8% (The American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, 2019) and
still society brands eating disorders a topic that should be
kept under wraps. Being honest, can you name an eating
disorder that isn't anorexia? Probably not. But it's not your
fault — it’s society’s for burying the information that needs to
be revealed. That's the reason why spreading awareness is
important. If you are a person, who experiences any of the
symptoms, don't stay silent, seek for help. If you notice the
kind of suspicious behavior of your friend, your relative, try
your best to help. As sooner someone gets help, the better
are the chances of recovery.

We all need to educate ourselves on important issues like
this. If we don’t, then who will?
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ENDANGERED
ANIMALS IN
AZERBAIJAN

The case of Caspian Seals

aspian Seals, also called Pusca Caspia
belong to the kingdom of Animalia, phylum
of Chordata, class of Mammalia, order of
Pinnipedia, and family of Phocidae to which
even lions and polar bears belong. They are the
smallest known type of seals that are unique to the
Caspian Sea. While adult Seals can weigh between
30-50 kilograms, their pups are usually born weighing
3-4 kilograms. Their diet mainly consists of Kilkus
(Cluponella); however, they also consume sculpins,
gobies, herring, carp, smelt, and crustaceans.

In October of 2008, the status of the Caspian
seals in The International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) was modified from vulnerable to
endangered. Their population is decreasing by 3%
each year. There was a Caspian Seal Conservation
Action Plan (CSCAP) planned for 2007 by all five
Caspian countries including Azerbaijan, but the plan
yet needs to be implemented in practice.

Like every other inhabitant of this planet, they
play a crucial role in the food chain as they consume
different fish, squids, and shrimps. The distortion
of the food chain can cause the extinction of other
animals too. Surprisingly, as their excrements are
rich in nutrients, they also maintain the integrity
of the marine ecosystem, especially for smaller sea
fish.

The disappearance of this animal species might
have side effects like starting the chain of mass
extinction of Caspian animals. The Caspian Sea
being landlocked proves that they were one of the
oldest inhabitants of the area that indicates their
vital role there. Moreover, one of the main features
of Caspian Seals is the ability to keep the seawater
clean and not over salted.

The main reasons for the endangerment of the
Caspian Seals are associated with human activities
such as hunting, using their fat for manufacturing
products, and contaminating the sea. Another
reason is the lack of regularities that would protect
this species from the hot climate that they face due
to Global Warming. For the first time in history, in
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2018 the Caspian Seals started to move to the shores
of Iran during the summer. That was not supposed
to happen. The reason for such a phenomenon was
mainly the heat of the sea that was impossible for
them to tolerate and reach the other side, Russia.

Before the gloomy days reached the Caspian
seals, their density had been remaining around 2.5
Seals/km2 of the Caspian Sea. Nevertheless, with
the arrival of the 20th century, 90% of the Caspian
Seals died out meaning that their number is now 10
times lower than it was 200 years ago.

This raises a question of what can be done to
prevent their extinction both on the individual and
corporate level. As an individual citizen, the possible
actions include ceasing any use of plastic and using
mainly public transport as it has less impact on the
environment than cars and trucks. We should also
protest against zoos that keep the seals as pets and
do not feed them properly.

Large corporations and local businesses can
collaborate and hold events like promotion of
healthy ocean ideology among the citizens, request
the cat owners to keep their pets indoors, and
permit fishing only when seals are not present in the
vicinity. The latter is due to them having the risk of
getting caught inside the fishing net or being hit by a
harpoon. Altogether these measures could positively
contribute to the mitigation of the situation.
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nce upon a time, there was

a 6-year old girl who lived in

Australia. She was named

after her grandmother

Melisa. Melisa had a perfect
childhood; her lovely parents were
caring and thoughtful. She had blond
hair and blue eyes. Her favorite toy
was a bunny named Sky. She named
it like that because it was blue just
like the sky. Whenever Melissa was
scared she was always looking at
the sky, that is why, when Melisa
was afraid of something, she was
hugging Sky. Melisa's family wasn't
rich but they weren't poor either. They
had everything that they needed: she
was going to her private school, had
friends, so everything seemed perfect.
Melisa had her birthday in June and
every year her parents tried to make
it the best in order to make her happy.
But one year her birthday did not go
according to the plan.

Her mom Jane and her dad Mike
had the best idea ever. They were
getting ready for her birthday party,
when suddenly everything started to
cover in ash and dust. Everything was

grey and Jane and Mike did not get
what happened at first, they looked at
the window and saw a huge fire. They
realized that the forests are burning.
They remembered that Melisa went
outside with her toy Sky, so they ran
out screaming her name. Melisa was
nowhere to be found; it was too hot
and really hard to breathe. Melisa
was scared, she hugged her toy Sky
and tried to find her house; everything
was covered with ash. Suddenly she
heard her name and started to walk in
the direction from which the screams
were coming. She found her house
but it did not look like her house at
all because it was all grey covered in
ash. As soon as she opened the door,
her mother hugged her and could not
let her go, thanking God for her safe
return. Melisa could not understand
what happened, she asked her parents
about it, but no one could explain her
anything. Some hours later, the rescue
workers knocked at the door and
asked the family to leave the house.
Melissa and her parents sat in the
helicopter and a few hours later they
landed on another side of Australia.
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Melisa was so scared that she could
not stop hugging Sky. Her mother told
her not worry and keep Sky closer.
As soon as they landed, her parents
and Melisa got separated and ended
up in different camps. She was crying
because she didn't want to be alone.
Melisa looked around and realized that
everyone was scared, she noticed a TV
so she ran up to it and saw something
very disturbing: her motherland was
on fire. The lady in the news started to
talk about it saying that the reason for
this fire was global warming. Melisa
was shocked she did not understand
what global warming was, but she
could see the result of it. Then some
old man approached her and asked
her what she was doing there. Melisa
told him about what happened to her
and her family and asked him about
global warming, the old man laughed
and started explaining it to Melisa. She
realized that humanity was a problem
and if not for the pollution caused by
them, she could have had her perfect
birthday party and people would not
die and she would be with her parents.
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CERTIFICATE

Nijat Guliyev, 11B2 is awarded a SILVER MEDAL in the Eagles category in the

Teeneagle Online English Language Competition

On the back cover: Rasul Talishinskiy, 10AA3, participant of the 2nd Round Exam of

International Online STEM Olympiad
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